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THE FULL PROFLEXTHESIS Part 2 - Bob Girvin and PROFLEX   

- more history on the story - as I understand it . …. maybe ………………  

Beyond the Embryo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happened to the KG Engineering Company which was formed around 1987 

at 115 Front Street, Woonsocket in Rhode Island 02895?  

What happened to Will Herman the Designer? 

What happened to Bob Girvin? – he retired in 2000 to Holliston, MA. 

What happened to Mike Ducharme, the Fabricatin Expert? - Well it appears he 

started designing with Robert Egger with the Specialized FSR Enduro in 2000 – 

2002 - and then designed with FELT - FAST (Felt Articulating Stay Technology) 

suspension Bike platforms for XC / MTB’s by Aluminium in 2009 and then onto 

Carbon in 2012 (Check the 2012 - 29r Sea Otter – LTD with Shimano XTR 

Groupset, Fox forks and Reynolds Carbon wheels) and up until 2014. 
 

 

 

Remind the Pro.flex hierarchy bike numbers developed using a 3 number symbolizing: 

A. The first number was with the number 1 – 9 for the design / component product of the bike: 

1 - nothing set; 

2 for Touring and Commuting – by example 253 (designed from 1992); 

3 for Road and Trail – by example 353 (designed from 1992); 

4 for Performance – by example 453 (designed from 1992); 

5 for Rock through Roll – by example 554 (designed from 1994); 

6 for XC – by example 654 (designed from 1996); 

7 for Expert Series for performance trails – by example 753 (designed from 1992); 

8 for Extreme Series for race – cross country or downhill – by example 853 (designed from 1992); 

9 for Pro Series for Team cross country racers – by example 953 (designed from 1992). 

B. The second number – was for 5 for Full Suspension – by example 953 (except for two bikes - 962 & 862 
introducing Girvin Rock Shox). 
 

C. The third number was for the number year the product was designed / manufactured and offered for a 
wide range of international distributors ready for sale – by example 953 for 1993. 

Also came Pro.flex bike names for Sport, Animal, Beast, Reptile, Attack, Newport and Arcadia. (designed 
from 1990). 
 

The Frame References used are – DT = Down Tube; ST = Seat Tube and TT = Top Tube. 

 

Remind the Offroad, Girvin, Flexstem & Pro.flex bikes and components 

were shown in the 1990 & 91 Catalogue for KG Engineering at Ocean State 

International Inc. from 1989 at 115 Front Street, Woonsocket at Rhode 

Island 02895. The Company [named as Robert H Girvin III with Directors & 

Officers – President, Treasurer & Secretary made by Voluntary Dissolution 

on the 17 December 1997. It was named as the Registered Address at 44 

Courtland Street, Holliston 01746 MA. 
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 MORE ON THE CLASSIC COMPONENTS – 1990+ 

GIRVIN ProForx (c1993) 

  

   

Remind the Details on Proflex Brands / Trademarks / Copyrights for their inhouse components were: 

Inter-Damp - the initial Elastomer Foam ‘springs’ with MCU (= Microcellular Urethane springing) Shocks 
from 1992. 

Noleen Racing – NR-1, NR-2 & NR-4 Suspension Units from 1996. 

Easton Pro Active – a range with - the Carbon 5th generation DT pivot with single lever rear swingarms, the 
Aluminium 5th generation DT pivot with single lever rear swingarms, the Aluminium 4ath generation ST pivot 
with single (short) lever rear swingarms and the Steel 4th generation DT/ST pivot with single (long) lever rear 
Bell Crank swingarms from 1993. 

Girvin – a range of Components - Cranks, Pedals & Flexstems (from about 1989) and Carbon (from 1996) 
and Aluminium Vector front fork arms and Standard front forks (from 1992). 
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The White Brothers Cycling (Dan and Tom White (identical twins) made ProForx and other bike components retired 

about 1995 and sold the company rights to EKOSport (and still sell spares). 
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Square Tapered - Girvin PowerDrive (Cook Bros?) in Steel and Sugino Aluminium Cranks came engraved as ‘Girvin’ 

 

 

Girvin / K2 MagC Clipless Pedals - Shimano like SPD Vintage in Grey MTB Magnesium 
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 MORE ON THE CLASSIC FRAMES – 1990+ 
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