ROCKY MOUNTAIN
BLIZZARD

The ultimate all-around ride

‘our next great riding trip
Columbia’s ski desti
stop by Rocky Mountain's
arters in Delta and show off
vour dual-crown-fork-equipped, full
suspension ride. The Rocky crew will
feign interest and uphold Canada’s
tinction as the land of the happy-go-
lucky, but eventually they will 1I:u\l-\]:-
your new interest in the *
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bikes for 15
a bearded Rocky Mountain
welder. “We were there first,” he bel
lows. “Our free ride bikes rule on sin.
gletrack, dual-slaloms, vert slopes and,
best of all, they can be competitively
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That is the standard-issue introduc-
tion to the Rocky Mountain Blizzand.
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~ ROCKY MOUNTAIN
BLIZZARD HIGHLIGHTS

& We must warn you that we promised
that burly welder that we would not use
the term “free ride” in the presence of
his handiwork.

he asked over the glow of his
“refer to the Blizzard as a

“Please,”
TIG torch,
trail bike.”

“Okay, boss,” we agreed e'll rell
them what a real trail bike is." So, with
out further adieu, this is what the Bliz
15 a hout:
eel frame: Rocky Mountain wisely
chose to build the Blizzard frame using
Ritchey Logic chromoly. Steel is cool
because it's relatively dentproof and pro
vides—if ever overstressed—fair warning
that a crack is developing. Every tube in

Sugaested rety

the frame fi es custom butts to reduce
ght to a still-slightly-porky 4.4 pounds.

Aesthetics: The Blizzard is, natural
Iy, white. Each Blizzard touts a signature
seat tube cmblem telling where in the

line the frame was built and by whom,
Ours reads frame number 97 of 708 and
was signed by “pit-bull” John
Competition look: Rocky Mountain
chose to power the Blizzard with a
pact Race Face LP crankset. The forg
and machined arms drive 22/32/44 Race
Rings, The rings are also machined from
h shift ramps contoured on the
inner surface of the big and middle rings
Warrior legs: A coil-sprung Marzoc
chi Bomber Z.2 fork graces the front of
the Blizzard. The regular Bomber uses
cast alloy sliders and 30mm Easton stan-
i but not the same lightweight
als as the high-end BAM model.
The right leg features an open oil-bath
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Down with
heavy compo-
nents: We
could no
longer wheelie
the Blizzard as
500N 85 we
found out that
the “light-
weight” Mar-
zocchi Z.2 still
weighs an
incredibly
heavy 4.35 Ib.
Action is
great, but that
would be true
if we mounted
a motorcycle
fork, too. -
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HARDTAIL TEST

An ounce of prevention: Joe, one of
Rocky Mountain's frame builders, wise-
ly chose to include a threaded, anti-
suck boss below the stay. Run one
because the thin makeup of the Logic
tube can be easily ground through after
repeated sucks. =
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The Mission: Produce the strongest, lightest, stiffest crankset in the world — and do it with carbon fiber.

They said it couldn’t be done. We quietly accepted the challenge and have subsequently developed
the most technically advanced crank in the World! Would you expect anything less from ZIPP?

1t a measly 3500 = 36% stiffer in torque load
ger in bending moment « Self-extracting crank arms
iff odynamic composite ‘spider” « Fits standard
cket spindles » Available length: 175mm » Compact
ple chainring « Downhill sp version with

: 2 tap
drive compatible with 58mm
1 bolt pattern, single chainrir
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