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We invite you to join us aswe siowease the amazing abilities of the Merdin lincup in and around grearer Baagon. Irs 2™e you'll never forger.

For every rider, there comes a time to male your move. To break from the pack. It’s the time you finally decide to own a Merlin.

Mericulously hand-crafted from seamless daniur tubing, Merlin bicycles are custom builr for those wanting 10 experience the strongest, lightest, most respansive ride on earth.
Whether it's flat-out road racing, aggressive trail riding, or those utcerain challenges of the asphalt jungle, there is a Mexdin bike designed to deliver sursranding performance on any riding surface, on road or off:
(In fact, all Merlins are rigorously ested ar our demanding proving ground. It begins right outside our factory door in Cambridge, Massachuses.)
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The Roae to Concord on those same roads, blazing through

the countryside on a titanium Merlin
Poor Pau Revere. Despite all the speed L ,
Road bike. This is what indepenidence
] he could nuster out of his trusty horse,
o y - 5 is.all ‘abour,
- it was ony a matter of dme before the

British caight up with him. Now you're Witha blur of trees on cach side, your

k= Merlin devours the long grey ribbon
ol that runs through Lexingron, Lincoln, -‘-.-1 ar l 1N
; . L. ¥ 1 L= |
Ebaden - Concord, and Harvard, It's a potent i
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13‘ - : combination: lungs full.of pure air, legs LN I
i < NS ' = sumping like pistons and the pure racin,
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. - ARL geometry of the Merlin Extralight, sized
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Three words sum up the essence of every Merlin bike- Sa it's linle wonder - - i % to fit your exact dimensions.
that upon revicwing s Merlin the cxperts at Cheling Wenkly had this to say: 4 Y Syt - | il
’ AR = - —— The roads c.h;m:z_t ina |nirr)’. and every
g e = Al o . o y P Y
“Tie strempely-to-sweight ratia is sly-teigh...in ather wands, jurt the right mix - - . Ror, turn offers a different vista. You'reona
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of strengeh, light weight, bantness and flex.* TR S i, o ok time machine, flying past colonial inns
. o - o
and batlefields, charging up Pinnacle Hill
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Conventional wisdom states that the heireand soul of every bike it ins frame, with the supreme confidence thar your
At Medlin, oues fiist happens 1o be the best. Merlin can do anyrhing you ask of it.
Has anyoné ever covered these famed
— streets so-fist under their own power?
o
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Take everything you've imagined about
how a modern, thriving city should
1)1‘]1-]\-1‘ .]l]l.i r;"g‘:[ i'. l{l]h[l'“ Li(]cxn‘l

play by the rules,

I'he downtown streets were laid out on a
grid that follows cowpaths from the 17th
century. Cobblestones and trolley tracks
came later. Today you're likely to find
your perfect route snaking through emer-
ald river front parkways, trendy shopping
districts and Beacon Hill alleys. Plus
plenty of detours, gridlock and construc-

tion sites to rarcle your cage.

Our simple advice: just push ahead with
your Newsboy (or stylish new Intercity)
and enjoy ir. Partold world theme park,

part hair-raising obstacle course, a spin

through the Hub is anything burt boring:
N Sea Tip Syoaem: Seat

Your Point
Departure

‘86

1986 Merfin builds o firss mowniain bike frame for y
Merlsn and goes on ta sl

A

1Rz diamond

Dogtown & Lynn Woods

Head Narth and ir's not too long before
you kiss the city goodbye. Juiced 1o rickle
some of the oughest New England single-
track found anywhere? These sharp
inclines and sudden swirchbacks are only

too happy to meet your request.

Merlin's mountain bikes were made for
fough terrain — rocks, roots, steep uphill
pirchesand rocker rides down mounmin-
sides. They're built to conquer the hard-

serabble turf that would wreak havoc

Shore, fix:your gaze on points west and
gear up for the hill country of central
and western Massachuserts, Did someone
say challenge? In these parts, it comes

with the territory

Numibers down't lie.

1996 Merlén miroduces the S colpling

the epicernier of roud frame desig,

wpton inta the Hiteup. bevames Meriin's lergert export markes.

Jor Murnay, the rejgping Navional Mounzain Biking Champion “ ‘
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..... 1992 Lemend pury

covx Merdin [
o 10 ridg the

1986 Meritn founded by G Jones,

Gary Helfrich & Mike Awgipurger
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1996 Roman Dial & fricnds complete 1997 Merlin introduces the
thefr cpic Rin kit oniboand i fleet SXC full-ispesscion cross-comniry bike.
uf Merlin mountatin biber.
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Road

For an approximarte calculation of your correcr
frame size, ncasiire your inseam in centimeten,
crotch to floor in bare feet, and multiply by
66 perceric. Frae sizes ire messiuted from

the top of the twp tube ar the searpast binder
(riot to the top of the seat mube extension).
All other measurements are center-to-center. 3% o
For center-t
centimerers from the Merdin frame sizes listed
in the specification charts.

Mountain Sizing Information

For an approximare calculation of your
correct frame size, meastire your inseam in

ermct 16 inches. When in doubr, choose a

an

long in proportion w your upper body: Frame
sizes are measured from the center of the
bonom bracker spindle ta the center of the top
wibe at the point where
ube. “Nominal™ 1op mibe Jengths are mea-
sured us if the tube were horizontal (pasallel
with the ground). The measurement is taken
from the center of the head nsheltop rube
intersection to the centerline of the sear mibe,
extended 1o meet the imaginary horrosial
borizon drawn across from the head ube.

Merlin SXc

L1 VHEC JUT BINY 1EasOn.

An'}' i Oner affixed to your Mertin, _.,...,
TP anures youl T getting « life-

Any season. tinie of unparalleled pevformnce

aned unpnrparssedd qualien

Your Merlin can wnd thould

be aoutfirtedd with the fines

wheels, ieering and driverntin

components. Sec your Merlin

retailee oF win: pur website for

Fecomimendations,

ain

Information

the boreom bracket spindle o

-center frame sizing, subtrace 1.5

otch to floor in bare feet, and sub-

ller frame size, expecially if your legs are

rersects the seat
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By any measure, the Merlin
Extralight has no peer. It is a

true racing bicycle, as real and

wough and razor-sharp as the

legendary races that spa

it. Busile with Merin MT5325

size-specific tianivm tut

the Extralight rides and HiJK

with an exhilarating blend of

comfort, speed and surefooted
scurity. Frame weights start
at an amazing 2.3 pounds

Yer its exclusive double-butted

titanium tubing has greater fatigue strengrh-to-weight than any other frame

maseral, to guarantee a lifesime of durable performance

The Extralight's front triang

featuires large-diameter tubing for high lateral
rigidity. Yer the Extraligh is also supremely comfortable, and its comprehensive

list of feanuees is almast overwhelming, Highlights include the oversize, laterally

rigid 7/8-inch straight gauge chainstays, custom-sited MT5325 tubing for cach

frame size, and Merlin 64 solid riranium dropouts with vertical slots for instan.

tancous wheel changes, all set into a pure racing geomsetry.

he

There is o finer racing bicycle made. And to guarantee correct fit,

he Is available in standard, short and long top tbe lengths, Cyclocross
and Triathlon styles are also available. Or you may choose custom geomietry

through Merlin's “Made-to-Mcasurc”™ program. Perfect fit, pure performance,
nbination available only

and indestrucrible dependabiliry — its the winning e«

in the Merlin Extralight.

Extralight = Standard Top Tibe

Imroduced in 1989, the Merlin
Road has quickly become the
standard by which bicycles

arc judged. At home on any
road anywhere in the world,
cach Road frame is built

with a size-specific blend of
Merlin MTS5325 scamless
titanium bing. Your choice
of custom tube sies guarnices
optimil ride and handling
characteristics, low weight

and unbearable durabilicy,

All Road frames employ Merlink groundbreaking 7/8-inch dismeser V-bend
chainstays for supeb dive train rigidity and wheel conerol, At the rear, Merdin's
elégant engraved dropouts feature vertical slots for fast wheel changes. Also pre-
sent is Merlin's sculpeed 6-4 machined brake bridge, which climinares flex and
charter under hand braking,

The Road's sandard geomerry: fearures roomy top tubes in all sizes, a short
wheelbase for proper weight balance and 2 low botrom bracket that imparts
asgonishing stability, In addition; cach Road frame can be further personalized
through Medin's “Made-to-Measure” program, whereby riders can choose short
and long tube sizes for a perfect fit. Coupled with the natural resiliency of tita-
nium, the result is a ride that i swift and sure, suitable for rad races, century

rides, and supported tours.

Merlin Rosd + Standard Top Tubie

1S I

I'he Merlin Road/Stage Race
or RSR is a purebred road
racing frame made for short
and long-distance competition.

time trials and everyday training

and enthusiast use, brir

o

The RSR's class-leadi
cations are derived directly
from Merlin's Excralight and

Road frames, Disig

the bike is always balanced, whether in turns

Much of this solid performance comes fr me-

25 stmaight-gauge

try. The RSR boasts an Extralight-inspired 1 3/8-inch

esiee” design thar confers unmarchable torsional

nium downtube, an “ov

rigidity, As a result, the bike is so e. Speed wobbles, a sign

dr

of insufficient head o Iy banished, yer the nawral

ional

resiliency of our titaniu

Merlin MTS325 tut i in the large-diameter straight-gauge chainst

well, also using S-Bend searstays for improved vertical compliarice. The resule

better wheel control and a smoother overall ride. Whether powering through

radius turns, descending over broken pavement, ar embarking on a cross

tour, the RSR’s appetite for performance is unmatched in its class.

Merlin RSR

Does the world
need another
full-suspension
bike? That was
the question that
we put 10 our
designers when
we began testing
new mountain
biike concepts
Their answer?

Build i I

use appropriate
materials, deliver a bike that is field-serviceable. and built to last,

and the answer is a resounding yes.

We set out to build the world's finest fully-suspend T083-COUNLrY

bike. Wi

25 inches of rear-travel and a uhtra-rugged citbon

fiber swingarm, the SXC combines all of the qualities of our XLM
harduil into a race-ready full-sus design. And it takes to the trail

atunder 25 pounds

This bike is built to kast. It emplays the proven full-suspension

ve sourced an Easton-built

swirigarm arm and linkage” sysiem.

carbon fiber rear-swingarm that has hundreds of NORBA and World

Cup races under its belt, without a single failure. And we've incorpo-

rated low RPM aircraft ball bearings intc

he critical pivot areas thus Pr
ensuring years of maintenance-free riding. These features, in combina

MTS 3.2

witl front triangle and 6.4 waterjet cut fitanium

parts in the scatube pivot

arca, assure you of 2

super-responsive super-

light ride

The Merlin XEM (Extralite
Mountain) boasts raw perfor-
mance that redefines state-of-
the-art. It has all the resiliency
and strength of Merlin's leg-
endary Mountin frames, yet
undercuts the competition

by a pound or more in most

ecs, Andl ins rigidiny ride
and handling are second-to-
nong, inspiring Mountin
Biker magazine's tester to
proclaim: “The Meslin XLM
is the best bike [ have ever ridden. Period.™

The XLM's world-championship-winning g
specific blend of custom-made single-and double-butted MT$235 seamless

tizanium tubing. Its Centermount scatstays, design engineered to a beefy 7/8-

starts with 4 size

ilever

inch diameter, arc center burted for rigidity and low weight, while its ca
brike mounts resist twise and flex, creating a rock-solid foundation for cxact

and linear brake control.

Updated frame geometry accommodates the longer travel requirements of the
latest generation of suspension forks. At the rean a lightweight 6-4 titanium
vertical dropout design delivers fast, accurate wheel changes. Available in a

full range of cight sizes from 12 10 21.5 inches, the Medin XIM is a pure

racing design

p for any terrain and conditions.  ~~

—  The SXC was conceived

to be a world-beaing full

Purposefully designed
admirably builr, and bril
liantly executed, the Merlin
Mountain has been created
10 do everything exceprion
ally well. The Mountin’s
racing heritage is evident in
the countless NORBA vicio
ries it has accumulared over
the years. Yet its reputation
for bulletproof reliability has
made it the choice of numer-
ous wildemess touring orga

nizations and round-the-world expeditions.

Each Mountin frame employs a custom-sized tubeset 1o minimize weight with-
out compromising strength, rigidity or durability. In addition, all frames fearure
Merlin's S-Bend chainstays for masimum efficiency and betcer tire and crank
clearance. The 5-Bends fully accommaodate 2.5-inch knobbies, with extra space
10 avoid mud build-up. Despite the additional rigidity of the large-diameter

chainstays, the re:

riangle boasts superior compliance due to the specially-
made thinwall S-Bend seastays. The result: better traction, precise whee con

tol, and improved performance in climbs and descents, regardless of rerrain

The unique scarstay design also contribures 1o more cfficient braking, because

the S-Bends bring the sty to the wheel, These practical details guaranies

unbeatak

performance, whether through a rock-strewn NORBA singletrack
aeross miles of uncharted wilderncss, or simply plonking along local fireroads.

With the Merdin Mountain, the bike is no longer the question. It is the answer
2 I

Weriin Kounrain

High on the edge of the warld
botween the arctic mndra and
the great northern coniferous

forest liex the taiga. This is the

habitat of the Taiga Merlin, the
fastest and rarest of all Metlin
faleons, Like its namesake, the
Merlin Thiga is cndowed with
exhilarating performance thar
sets the highest standards in it
class. Crafted from a blend of
Merlin MTS certified &

and and Grade 4 seamless tita-

nium rubing, the Taiga has been created to excel in cven the miost demanding
off-road environments.

In the Taiga. Merlin's championship-

inning geometry is wsed in all sizes 1o
asure proper fit and balance. The Taiga’s full-sloping top tubes are generously

proportioned to center your weight within the wheelbase for high-speed stabil-

iry, while the i djusted headangles g ACCurale steering
respanse at any speed. Down below, Merlin's faimous large-diamecter 7/8-inch

¢l

ainstays accommedate all srandard and compact-drive cranksets, yet they

can swallow 2.

inch knobbics with room o spare.

Anchoring the rear triangle are Merlin's mademark vertical dropouts, machined
from solid 6-4 tiranium plare. They are, not surprisingly, the strongest available
anywhere in the world. Whar is surprising abour the Taiga, though, is i
price. Simply put, pure Merlin performance has never been 1o affordable.
More impartant, the Taiga is 2 mee-hred Medin which will deliver value for

Years 1o come.

Meriin Taiga

125 are no gimmicks here,

just & race-proven d

suspension design. There Cratratay

that will stand up to

every test of time and

every rype of rmail

Merlin Triathlon

For years, rriathletes have looked
o Merlin's ligheweighe eff

and shock-absorbing comfory

ncy

to carry them through the
grueling central leg of their
sport, Now we've added a new
weapon to their arsenal: the
Merlin Triathlon frame.

Specially designed with new
features almed at cutting split
times to the bone, the Triathlon's
advanced “rider-forward” geom-
ety holds the key to sustained

power, without draming reserves needed for the marathon 1o follow,

T complement this geometrical shift, the Triathlon’s chainstays have been

eut shorter to maintain proper weight balance. Melin's famed Large-diamerer
V-Bend chainstays endows the Triathlon with superior comering ability and
berzer pawer transmission. And for straighe-line tracking the Triathlon employs
new tri-specific front end geometry: In ather respects, the new Triathlon frame
i pure Merlin. Available in both Extralight and Road styles, each
with a size-specific mix of Merlin MTS 325 titanium nibing throughout.

is built

Extralight Triathlon frames star ar a mere 2.5 pounds, and every Merlin frame

carties a lifetime warranty to the original owner.

In what may be the wold's toughest sport, triathletes have always depended

on Merlin to ger them 1o the line fist. With the new Merdin Triathlon

frame, eriathletes have never had it so fast.

o

_Meriin Intercity

The Intercity is the first Merlin that is oYWy at home on strects or trails

Inspiration i drawn from two distinct but complementary frame styles. First,

the cime-tested upright cycles that are favorites of commuters all aver Europe;

and second, rraditional mountain bike design. The result is a bike chax is respon-

sive, ged, stable and incredibly light all at the same dime It’s the perfect city

bike or second bike. It a bike that does it all, with grace and simplicity

n and &

The extended head tube provides vou with an upright riding posis

center of the steering. In addition,

balance that puts you in comy

we've strerched out the chainstays 1o give longer wheeelbase and a
more stable and plush ride. And 1o assure appropriate clearance in the cockpit,

and to ease mounting and dismounting, we've soped the top tube

We've created a ready-to-ride masterpiece by combining Merlin qualicy frame-
building with the Shimano Nexus 7-speed drivetrain & internal rear hub

gearing system

The Incercity is construcsed of high-grade CP (commercially pure) titanium

unted for easy maintenance

tubing throughout. Dropouts are horizontally
of wheels and the gear system.

And attention to detail is evident

throughout with additions such

as fender hangers, rack mounts

and'a rear derailleur hanges for

easy conversion 1o conventional

drivetrain systems. This bike

is built 1 the exacting alignment

and construcrion specs thar have

become a Merlin rrademark.

Meritn

Cyclocross

design of excep-

) tional toughness and durability,

the new Merdin Cyclocrass

frame draws from our own

. experience on the the rocky

cyclocross courses of New England. Borrowing as it does from both mountain

nd road cycling, the CX delivers the lightmess and agility needed for

this most specialized of cycling sports.

Hewd angles are laid back 1o beteer cope with rocks, roots and other ‘cross

wignities. Botrom brackets are rised for peddling clearance and the

reat uiangle employs Merlin's famous S-Bend chainstays and scastays for supple

compliance and gencrous tire clearance. But the key 1o the CX's true perfor-

mance is our MT$325 seamless tbing. All CX frames wse a heavy-duty blend

of Metlin's cestified titanium {n the front sriangle for extra strength and rigidiey

i X fran 2,71 pounds

T'his rock-solid foundarion would be useless if you couldn’t ger power to the

ground. Thus, all CX frames use the same large diameter S-Bend chainstay

the Merdin XLM to two World Championships, The CX

n that carm

borrows the XLM scatstays, oo, but in a special configuration engineered for

the Merlin CX raises the art of the cydlocross

¢ racing, winter trining, or as an all ‘ﬁ

Medin CX will execed your expecrarions

ter compliance. In shar,

» a new level. Whether used

nt for evervday use

for a lifetime of

unequalled performance.

nNewsboy

% {nches

Herlin Kewsboy

Can the volupruous style of the classic American camtilever Frame coexist with
the gritry demands of modern off-road racing? It can and does with the Merlin
Newsboy. Lovingly crafied from Medin's MTS325 seamless tianium tubing, the
Newsboy's flowing curves are anchored by 4 1 1/2-inch downtube that creates a
rigid powerpath from the 1 1/8-inch head tube to the 6-4 timnium vemical

dropouts. The result i a flex-free placform for climbs, sprint and descents.

Much of the credit for this performance is due ro the Newsboy's 7/8-inch
S-Bend chainstays, which are borrowed intact from the Medin Mountain frame.
These asymmetric S-Bends will swallow;a 2.5-inch knobby with room to spare.
In addition to terific braking power administered by 3 WTB SpecdMaster
roller-Cam brake, other standard fearures include suspension-adjusted geometry,

threaded dropouts, and a lightweight scat cluster design.

But of course the Newsboy's most prominent feature is its unfettered, sweeping
stvle. [n a world of look-alike race bikes, the Newsboy cloquently refutes the
motion thar form must ever follow function, [nstead, form and function are

combined as in no ather bike in the world.

Nate: Newsboy pictured with prowtype suspension fork and single peed hub
. o currently available.




