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Vibration Conteol System {VE5)

reduces trail and road shock
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The trail twists between the trees, some-
fimes barely wide enough for you fo
squeeze through. If you want to ride
right in here, you really need occurate
steering. That's why we created o
headset with superior precision ond
smoothness. The (ane Creek AheodSet
headset mates CNC-machined oluminum
cups with custom-designed cartridge boll
bearings, so your bike goes exactly
where you point it. It oo prevents
loosening and corrosion. Low maimte
nante, complete control—il's o befter
way 1o ride in the desp woodk




chions and carbon/aluminum composite slid-
ers with aluminum dropouts and chromoly
slecrer

The $575 fork is elastomer-sprung. A stack
of eight clastomers sits in each leg. For 550
mare you cin get Pace's micro-adjustable RC-
5HC hydraulic cartridge for rebound control.
Ihe cartridge sits neatly in the wop of the fork’s
right leg and has an easy-to-dial aluminum
adjuster—at 0 you get smooth small-bump
action, at 204 the rebound slows for the big
hit. Our testers labeled the RC-35HC the sim
plest, easiest-to-use cartridge available

Pace claims 2.5 inches of travel for the fork,
but even after the two- to three-week break-m
period suggested by the company we never got
more than 1.75 inches. Even so, most riders
were sitishied with the performance of the
MXCD, finding it to be a near-equal to a Judy
"'.1 or ."-|.l|. |'| 5

My biggest complaint about the Pace fork
is't the performance but the ridicalous way
the fork 15 connected to the frame. Chur test
hike came equipped with Pace’s optional
inverted threadless headset system. The stem is
welded to the top of the steerer tube and all
adjustments are made on or under the fork
crown. This is a really bad idea. All the stem
and headset adjusting bolts are hard to access
and certain to be filled with muod fiying off the
front tire. Also, the stem can’t be moved up or
down once the steerer length is determined
You can also forget about easily swapping the
stem for a different size or brand. Luckily, Pace
glso makes standard threaded and non

threaded steerers,

'HE RIDE
Oversized aluminum frames have given the
material a roughhouse reputation, but the

PACE RC-200 F>

smill cross-section and careful tuning Pace uses
on the RC-200 give it a ride that has more in
common with a stout titanium or steel frame
This makes the RC-200 a true freak—an alu-
minum bike we didn'f mind riding all day
After testing the bike in the tight singletrack

of Barbados and the open fire roads of San
Bernading, we found the nide difficult 1o
pligennin ile, The best I.:.;."‘i.':'lptll n is “balanced,
The Pace takes what you throw at it. You can
find bikes that will outperform it in extreme sit-
wations, but for the broad band of use that most

bikes see, the RC-200 is a smokin' good ride.

THE VERDICT
Most riders wished for more travel and preci-
sion from the fork, and the bolt-on seat damp
developed a nasty squeak after a fiow weeks, but

otherwise we were lovin' the RC-200. It’s freak,

it's fum, it's a damn good all-around bike

DISTRIBUTED BY: Cycle Sport International, 4644 Don Julio Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95842; 916/348-8347 PRICE: $1,395 (frame only)

FRAME MATERIAL: 7005 externally double-butted aluminum SIZES AVAILABLE: 16.5, 18, 19 (tested), 20.5 in. WEIGHT: 24.75 Ibs. com-

plete; 3.8 lbs. frame only FORK/TRAVEL:

style)

STEM/HANDLEBAR: Pace/Renthal RC+130

Pace MX(
BRAKES: Shimano XTR M-System HUBS: Pace RC-50 MT-Lock RIMS: FIR 123 TIRES: Michelin WildGripper Lite 26x2.0 in

75 in. SHIFTERS: Shimano XTR (old style) DERAILLEURS: Shimano XTR (old

== FITS
Introducing Mondial, the first roof rack
system designed and engineered with your
needs in mind. Today's sports enthusiasts

and see the revolutionary =
Mondial System

 Rhode Gear

Division of Bell Sports

Mondial

THE WORLD

demand innovation, convenience and added
value without a sacrifice in quality. Mondial
meets those demands and more. Its patentad
Automatic Retention System Plus makes rack
installation a snap. Accessoras mount on
Mondial's aluminum channel system with precisios
and ease. All this and more comes virtually fully
assembled. See your Rhode Gear dealer today
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