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* £650 frame for the
penny pincher

tricknophiles

e Custom

componentry choice

* Judy dressed

to match

£1,350 isn't

exactly cheap for a

bike, but it is the

most wallet-

friendly way of

buying into the low

key legend thar Far Chanee has

become, Thercs very litde in the

design or build quality thar makes

the Buck Shaver less worthy than

big bra" Yo Eddy but its more

straightforward tube profiles and

less fiddly derail keep the price o a

level that has far more in common

with offerings from UK custom

builders. Those UK builders keep
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kay,

asking us why we look ar so many
LIS custom buile steel frames when
they're trying to scrape a living on
our doorstep. The answer is thar,
though we're happy to promote the
ideology of buying local, the fact
remains that the likes of Far Ciry
Cycles continue to produce frames
that exhibit a far grearer under-
standing of pure MTB needs than
mast of those produced in the UK.

Frame

The tubes are 4130 chromoly,
produced exclusively for Far Ciry
by True Temper. The main rubes

S

that defy

ike test editor Steve Worland takes a
brief but exclusive look at the bikes
categorisation. With the
Buck Shaver, Fat Chance have taken a

down-to-earth move, putting one of

their hand built bikes into the realms

of the ‘ordinary’ rider

Famboyance doesn't win haarts hare;
slimline and practical's what you want.

Power transmission is claimed to ba
improved by single diameter stays.

are triple burted and the build
configurations are slimline and
practical rather than flamboyant,
Geometry conforms o accepred
industry  standards, with an
assumprion thar a suspension fork
will be used at some rime. Our test

Fat (livsnee

N

bike is fitred with 2 Roclk Shox Judy
K fork, finished to march the rwo
tone grey of the frame (light on the
left, dark on the right). The painr
and graphics are hard wearing, and
practical ‘heavy use considerations
are taken a step further with other
frame features: a couple of chain-
suck deflecror plates are ficted on
the right hand chainstay; there’s a
small rubber seal on the sear clamp
to stop water from getting in the
top of the seat tubes all the tubes
are sealed afrer welding o prevent
dirt and moisture ingress; and
there’s a pusset under the top of the
down mbe o deflect fronc end
shocks away from potentially weak
proints.

Finishing standards are excel-
lent throughour. There’s foads of
mud room hehind the bottom
bracket because the chain stay
curves around the tyre behind the
I:h.'lj:]rlng.‘i. Both the sear and
chainseays are single diameter along
their length with domed ends
rather than taper walls leading into
the custom dropouts; this approach
is claimed to improve power trans-
mission. The wishbone seatstay
design is near and didy but there are
no. rack eyelets for the rourists.
Crudguard eyelets are there, there
are two sets of borde bosses, and
the wiple slotted cable guides run
along the right of the top tube.

Ride
Despite its reasonable price rag,
the Buck Shaver is certainly nor in


http://www.a-pdf.com

. The Fat Chance is designed
by committed mountain
bikers and it shows. The
Buck Shaver is a hile'to

dIly W,
rAnce,
ent rime with Far Chan
g Yo Eddy machine said th
feels just as tight and direc

compromi
A couple of nders w

ing, just as mimble on the
speedy in accel-

on. It n bike to
revels in tackling the sort of terrain
that would challenge lesser
machines. It has no real highlight

climbsg and jusr as

and it

performance atribures. Ies just a
great all rounder, rackling ups,
downs, singletrack and boulder
ficlds with an agility that m

1 wonder why some frames cost
so-much more,

There will always be those who
‘iiT:r" 1‘]1'." -'|.” 1|U:|.]|r:r' 'L'l"lr['ll]'l['l]_'r' r'-."].rE

frames with ‘scandard’
feel abourt the same. That's not mrae.
The rding characrer of the Fac
Chance Buck S r may only
offer subtle bonuses over an
650 frame, but T]'u::.-':r-_' subitle
that are all too relevant in per
the best our of your own riding
technique.

This frame scructure
tight withour being
The back end is more comfy ove
the bumps than any aluminium
frame we've e ar this price and
the finishing standards pue it ahead
of most of the sweel oppositon,
This is .a fra designed by
commited mouncain bikers, and it
‘hij'nﬂs |_T:1 !'l-l‘l.']i.gn:t.‘*

“fou could buy an 5TX-equipped Buck Shaver with Fac
Chance's own rigid fork for sbour £1.200. Cur test bike
comes as something of a promation vehicle for Imporer
Evolution's other products, with a Ringlé stem and seatpost,
big bodied front hub from Bullseye, Cock Bras Racing hub
quick release skewers, a Pace/Renthal handlebar {which is too
narrow for our fiking) and the ever popular Flice titanium
saddle. The drivecrain is all STA/RC and the wheels use Mavic
23| rims and a Panaracer Smoke/Dart tread combo. Good
stuff; nothing flashy but ic all works well and the all-in weight is
15.61b.

Bike Details

Bike tested Fac Chance Buck Shaver
Price £1,350 as tested; frame alone £64%
Weight |152Kg/25.6lb
Distributor Evolution Imports = 0181 290 0807

Frame True TF'IT||:I\.F {:.‘u"tnm triple butted chromoly
.00/

Kmf ﬁ.head,nr Tim (1 I{Igr

Transmission

Crankset Shimano 324
Derailleurs Shimano 5TX Fl"
Shifters Shimano STX RC Rapidfire
Freewheel Shimano 5TX RC
Chain Shimano
Pedals 5Pul fitred
Bottom bracket Shimano cartridge (32

Wheels/ Tyres

Hubs Bullseye front, Shimane rear, Cock Bros
skawars
Rims Mavic M231
Spokes DT Swiss burted
Wheel weight Front 908 rear [,334g
Tyresitube Pamaracer |.%n Smoke rear (630g): 2in Dart
frone (661 gk butyl | 155g)

Brakes Shimanoc STX RC (185g pr)
Brake levers Shimane ST RC

Fine detail

Handlebars Pace Renchal Sub 130 21.75in (145g with end
plugs)
Stem Ringlé [20mm (165g)
Bar ends Maona
Grips ATl (%0g pr)
Saddle Flite titanium (201g)
Seatpost Ringlé Moby 355mm (215g)
Seatholt Quick release aluminium {3%g)

SUMMARY

The frame is an excellent £650 worth. If you want a
complete bike, importers Evolution can build one to your
exact specifications, starting from a rigid STX model with
a handful of trick bits for about £1,200.You could get a
better equipped big production bike for the same price,
but the Fat Chance kudos should not be underestimated.
It's based on riding feel and a quality of workmanship
zacond to none. The sealed tube ends, down tube gusset,
seat tube seal and domed stays are little things but you'll
learn to appreciate them. The Buck Shaver is a bike to fall
in love with, The great thing is that the love doesn't
depend on silly money and a reckless ego.
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