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The hikes we chos

This month,
some pithy
comments about
suspension from
Steve Worland to
help you choose
between three of
Orange’s juicier
models...

How we test bikes



Frotoqraphy Steve Berr/STOCKFILE

fow e g, supension fork s sy opcion, Now iy

D e s M 0SS L M o ] i
o downhilbonly ol sspnion bles s  laiely sl o, Ov o
e e o e nd e sy bikes, fll
pice aanal s for the top-dog specialis machiosscin b <ounted on the

iy ol e of Cp e T o el
sspension ks ch ones hat can confdendly handie heuphils, ¢ gring

s and dhercl b more than ever o the cos-<counay ric it and

eewbersin 9.

Once yoive topped the £700 mark, mose MTB manafciures can o
you  choic of 2 lsy chrormoly.frumod fron suspension bile,  slighily
e e bk e = e o ot 1
sispension bike ac any given price poine. As borh fame and

g i Vgt el iy W g e ki
elevanechan preioudy and the bike hoies ar becoming harde 0 ke,
Weight s oftn the dcidig fcto becsse 5o one ks whit e 10
compare - incvitbly. che fll bounce ptions il be hevir, bt hercs o
more it han that. Only 3 few yeas 5o cveryone was maaning sbout the
weight ofspension frks. nd o look wher e re. Cros-<county accs
may ot yee b uing fll bounce i dhee droes but the coss-countey
s 3 consenatve and radidonally cyaical buncs theye much more

Fide, 0 the comfre et of the ol e sppech i o bi del.
Wik b irking st dfog K o o et bl o = o
e of sl s o spnion bl i s ke
small den o the marke, Pr-fle were e e 0 prsens o chillnge
\orch prsumpion o v bl ke for llund g, They bave e

s s s camd o vy s W st i

simesfor e i e  copie of ko i Ve o goig
uc o I like bangoves and
P o s e b s of b b b

In the workshop

Orrge e e fam
e in he O,

The Orange tree

Compard s of Tk | gng ke and e 8 wide

Marin, Speciliced, Ralegh

Ok 1 vy W e

Wossoming MT8 iy e Theyve | With offchepeg bikes anging

en making bikes for just ovee 3 | from £559 10 (2,580, theres no

e s s iy | shores, of o, Vol d 30

e UK is based mainly on the fac | sandard” modols o choose o, p

ol ere e el el

s rcing We plumped for £1.200 35 s
Ths discon o sl e | g i b s shous e

e e
i e s v e o | and ok Shox Quue 21% e
ihee rdes. and the fll bounce X1 Expere with 2




echan-
13 i, 1 K e T B b o 0 ETA . | o o o T o
STX RCALX/Geiphif group i snd
2 Qudn 21k

ook s fsme weighes | ey anower and thee i 0 way of
Welht vl e ol he whle ey | grcilog, becee e

Vo il 1 o e bggn | vl We et el boow
wunblingblock when you sare 10 | whetherwee moving owands o sway
consides the Full suspenion opcons. | from a soluion at any gven e, So

e notheard a ad word abaut th
Shock yt

strata

Now, snazzy i ST 600s from
G, pleed with docen etres.

ol deof 16 Orare b
Inropne e drnd
s sbout che

e
=t ooy o el inme
Tang P

il
win m,
Tt supesing for

. Lik the P7, i aho fature

wbe i ing einforced and chres 3
shock spreding.gusc behin
down wbe,

When o i by s budgc y X weght
cing s ot o of s, | b s € g bowir | Wil bt we il veighed | Al fames e o b poplc
Joul have o choose your srca of | frame, ik 2 heaier rim o e, fc | che fames becae we know you wine o
oo ¢ aund £1200, | mr . Upil, o v b | 10 The 13 10, he 7

e 7 wiler
you f an cxellen supenson frk

s e g On e

quie 3 bic more — 7

frame. A complee X1 Expert X requied for s g e e P7is Orange's cop chiomly
RC bike cows & litde les than 1 | pension o the cqution and ics 3 | frame, I youe el

vy dumiin £ bkl | vl bl e o e vy | coudcner ping o he il
i TX EC Iy s | o e dels rin s fr | less cosy CIG wich 2 Deore XT
e e e e | e T R

e

An:h\}rmu g
more rvwb\wm: e

eparbak bl e gy Wi

i i e 3 s

hanger, b -

NOVEMBER 56 HT8 770 TS




Orange E3

Orange X1

vonc 133 e =)
Yy T Shimana 55)
s,

Sponer T
Wheolweighe | e 3agrear 11ty
Trresuber

s
Fons 15 e 20 T

e gy 1355 Bt i) g man asse)
OrngeHot os 2n (435
Orange (312) 7 Nane i
Foam. e I
715 g it Sk g 1 somil+ | Sese g2
a clumsy bugges. I

76 T8 PRO NOVEMBER 36

<nough if youre
Ras o mudguard mouns,whike the

docs, bt both Frames have

sl

s the new kid an che

ok i e s

o dicet pedalrelted. suspension
feedback, The suspension motion
<omes from bumps and 10 2 lesser
extenc, from weighe sifs during the
e o Youvl i o

pedal in smoother cirls when
youride ullbounce

Opinion is sple sbour che pros
and cons of wified rear riangle
s The s, efend

et pivor onc:)
almos ock ouc when you stand,

b b
ingar

on the than on the

fame, one of the f prdcion

bies, was ot very well
Rust ad arady s 0 bl
around the shack mount welds afer
only s couple of weeks, ad the bor

and roughly finished, wich 3 5
boude boss sl Ief from the tube’s
orginl purpose.
Fiing 4 bowle i oficn a prob-
lom on ul wpenion fames. O
e X1, a single boule fis (very

i i i
e, W had t0 e 3 st <o lesp

the boul i the cage.

Up-front
Fok colc is s cucal
chacethes dys, nd o st a¢

s frame




On the trails

Groupsets Trai I manners

Witk the mix and mach | So to the big quadon. Which

o 0 g domnaing | i L Vo Bt o
dacion s s sgrod. | on sy offpeig of el
o ey O ekl o | e Wb o s e

o g, houth o i | s do ol e
chouse Grpshife if you s of ducbl . fun,
SRR e | o aei mmlwu’ And

ESP mechs. ncvcably, i yoste i | bike i dhe st phce when
ied by budy ihing he i ot Mopwcing
- llhe qustions might helpch dec

s il e

paay ke Ora
sl experince Thats where we
55 o ol sy s [ e, it il
X1 Exper, e 17, e E3 and th X1, indding
The ol s s i | ok e A e v o
abouc 150 off o s on cach

ke, Here are our mprsions.

P7 versus E3

el compre the idesof he 7

the 3 dicly, simply becuse
e s s b e
e of the s, and the more con-
Biicoast n b Ta b

& bit diffcen 1o the “dasic’ sied
MTB in dha is sifer than moss.
. Yol e sty e e
Tigher but thres rslly nox much | o compare it 1 che C16. The les
el o choone brwsen them, i et of e 7 Eare

sompud o e 1o pros

i 0D pric diffnce in Fame and
Detail ok packages) makes & 8 top cholee

Al Qg stk
i, 0t

XL Al bosst DT Swiss spokes aad | bumps than 3 hough
fouly s 8

o e o compcs e | IR brd s vt s, | P ik
2D(C b v supes i | and mos Orge comforeat th front.
will be inally he weght of he P73 st +

Happy o it ce yes o

The st of the inihing ki s | pound more than
» morey o our test e sy the
ik T ourbeanded Hoc R | e oo e 71
b2 B

e B3 but the

gl 0 G

oadee sems (ou hav @ chice of
b

poseae il esonable n ity and
wcring i o | i, b e i o
i e igher. build ey spparcdy idenicl g
. N one o e ,mn« .
ey comforcble and ane of
eyl Lyl
bl gl s o0
£1200 bikes: Orange T remonabe
unis withclips and raps (0 s,

P festures Siman's 60 sores
Veirakes ané evrs. Son thac

b it e XL




fmaking llowances for
engihs and e s

jog, ¢ boh
Sand

05 s fames wee el
bt iy down to the

mrmos withthe 05 s m

« 27 hand
ferings from | tchwically challengin, e and
sudden dicion shifs betee Thac is

ofthe fork chan of he

Rock

ind he




Xt
wipped. sofss




PRO®:  «: s
e

‘ v Wit beting et e ot dcusing rame el
i e ey . Bk bt s o




MouwmaBIE" verdice

| With a steel and an alu hardtail, and a full
suspension to choose from, at around
£1,200 apiece, which offers the best deal?
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4 wouldn’t be seen
dead on three wheels’

No problem. Loft one and leave it spinning. And
you thought coaster wheelies were cool
Recumbents are fast, individualistic and fun. If
you like blazers.... you'll hate ‘em.

Scottish coast-to-coast
Offod fom [
Alantic, The utmate one-week of oa UK our.

PLUS
© Richard Ballantine roges against the machine

© Maverick bike designer Mike B

phins spokes.
© Cheap road bikes for
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