o performance in an
lv- © eckage —you cant
uch botter than shatt




 than that!

here’s an old saying b
fix it” Rocky Mountain, one of
manufacturers, has been making qt
characteristics for about as long as w

fit mass production companies (o really feature  sloping wp wbe design

Rocky Mountain bikes are built a o g ypicaly found

in the Pacific Northwest, and more specifically, British Columbia. A lot of

i bkt thad Rk W ARRRLE o o e e

also stable for the high-speed logging roads that also proliferate in the area.

As with most Rocky Mountains we've tested, the Altitude received universall
favorable comments for its appearance, the deep blue main frame to a silver fade
Id graphics blending nicely. The touches of gold at the
id seat binder pulls the whole thing together.

e Alitude s Rocky tp-ofte- i chromoy bike witha cusiom i of

ited Tange Superlight/Concept Prestige main frame tubing. and butted Prestige

or the stays. The ovalized downtube at the head tube helps stiffen the

B o i i vt i o e i

Bt i, Spelalonches sk vou i e Ry drpoutsfll

fck and fe -ons, and an angle-cut seat tube and specially s

clmping collar tht s ightyet very strong. And, of course,the st ek

ard facing so mud and water won't foul the seatpost

ng like, “If it ain’t broke, don’t
oldest mountain bike

lity bikes with the same distinctive.

can remember. One of the

bra,

‘The Altitude comes with a RockShox Judy which complemens the handling.
 sifnesscharaciriics very ieel. Anather fentare of he Alitude s that i
comes with some of Rocky’s own components,
el the Race Face forged and machined
aluminum LoPro cranks, Turbine RS sealed
bearing bottom bracket, and Real Se; mummum
Beadsc The cranks combine withthe i
o atpe e
rear wheel. You also get a very firm rear end,
which, if you have the legs and buns for it, you
o mind. nciuded 8 suspended i
saddl i u.\ shock absorbing seat, the

S e g o
fealm of nice componenis. Shimano Deore XT
desaileurs, Grip Shift SRT 800 shifers, the Race
f e g

liples pedals make up the light and efi

The lateraly ulra-stff RockShox Judy
XC complements the resiient ide of
the Tange Uttimate Superiight frame
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The Alttude doesn't stop shart n the parts.
partment, aither. Syncros single bolt inern
P shift

Cantis aro all state-of the-art.

drivetrain (see test of Ritchey in next month's
o), Whie the pedals Gl SHIf works o
with the XT derailleurs, we continue (o
missifing o the midlecogs wih b \kv
600 and 800 when used with an XT rea
itk et el ool
driverain efficiency somewhat. The front

STEERING/SEATING

joge:
oot
foarng
nar
oasi

oAver
HETING: SPEE
CouRACY -5
RGONOMIC PR
JEARING (RANC

OMMENTS —F
ok win X7

beat you up in
ot carelul.

fihe ywuwm, sily, and it
snit feel ke you're too far O

shifter uses the ratcheting
version, not indexed, which was
easy to use. Since the rofation
has been reduced, there s far
Jess chance for error or not being
able o find the desired

nring. Several of our testers

e

COMPLIANGE — 75
EIG HIT AESPONSIVENESS — 6
LATERAL STIFFNESS 8
‘COMPRESSION DAMPING — 6
FEBOUND DAMPING — 5
ADIUSTABILITY —6

COMMENTS —Tha now dudy XC
S quatany compan .w s
st iy L

bumps. m Takos e
‘g0 o g s adoca

15 as 4 cushion, or static shock

absorber if you will. He

is sometmes adequse i e

ek s, 220559 v
3degios swoep
Stom (s oo,

o poporionate..... Syners Cattahead nermal

the: q.um ard indexed shites.
ider compartment is

s

WG, on o

Headsat degre

LA i i e

B s | end. but also lets the rider have

N Wiagaree byt e o BRAKES

e e S5 Pt .Ava TG oy cnrr

Soapos B oy coar i bn ot e

Kot i pacs

RIDER COMPARTMENT EVALUATION L b oo Sopacs

coNTROLS 5
SEATING (COMFORT, SHAPE) —
COMMENTS —
 Bogusat ot 3t 1 o 5 Gt

~BRAKING PERFORMANCE RATING
POWER— &

MODULATION —

ERGONOMICS — 5

| Conrrcote eaing ncomee. A pal
| Pocte oot racios s aars o
s aconieing proposie
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Rocky’s thinking is that you
don't need a large air volume
front ire since you have the
shock, and the larger ai volum

‘CoMNENTS — Gusom parcrmnce o
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ed alloy

stic shock
aly

csponsive.

nasty Amnlmun» el g
doesn't quite have

S
reverse the ires for better
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GEOMETRY
Head Tube Argie:
Seat Tuse Ango

71 dogroos
74 dogros (1,
ogross (175 185

B | Ve waha e il
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E ey
e rachined shminum rrunnr.mmn h«nhcn YOU'TE | ¥op Tupe Langtn [ ‘ g R WORG1).

Tiodgand big. " standard ' cmmmy Length: 1675 ichawiizs
Shimano XTH Nwqu i | terms of taking bi )m ‘Wheeibas

= T iy ————

Cha: s mano G g0 | THE RIDE Fork. on fset 1.5 inches/38

cadroom for lighter (read more: HANDUNG
e —— et oo .
SHIFTING: SPEED front), 6. L)(V”““"l‘-““ Ford SPEEDfs

CLABING: OUT OF THE SADDLE —

of racing.and | I\ THE SADDLE
couenT many 7l
e inan XT foansscombned i an X7 ot | s
e 1252 copsackanabi 2 2 | Atiudo s so up o cressie s county g,
a8 arge, ould be
barends. buthe payts 8
ot imor oo cusg crs G St S0 s | vy
conbred v is.d 1456 creaies 3 more g poison. o v o
top uhe
e mensely Yoz 2 svoichedout
£ Sablo o o sama .

e NAE:
WFG.OR ISt

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE (APPROY.)
LORS AVAILABLE

RAE TracTON: CORNERNG

GROSS BICYCLE WEIGHT (AS TESTED )

NG
FEEL (compLiance) —s

FRAMESET.
o ram ot o 2 Richey i 1

COMPILED Y. Mask Langlon

WHEELS
s 511 CR17A oy, e vl w0y
e ow. S TR o, smmw.mm

5 age

I PERFORMANCE RATIG

o aggressive comenng, especaly since b
ol st for oose

of the bike: Tried and true performance for the

suffer rom alight front wheel at imes in
technical ascents. And while out of the
saddle climbing was good, the rear ire did
have atendency o spin. Thisis the one:
derimentof e ot e
¢ 100 g00d.
aside, what it comes
down o with the Altitude is a
remarkably buoyant ride. Step on the
pedals and the bike seems to go forward
almost effortessly. The bike flits through
turns with just the slightest rider input.
Almost magically. it also carves
speed and remains not at all twitchy
braking, even in loose conditions.
Perhaps the thing we were most
rprised at was the fact that it wasn't as
quick in singletrack
a5 we woul
expected

i it syolt. 32 holos

anyone, as the bike
was so neutral that
any quicker and it
would have been
sketchy.

2 inon Ko boas

Mountain Altitude
i not going to tum
heads on the trail. A
subdued midnight
blue paint job with a
subile fade tosilver
catle duinaxys

nifies the portent

scriinaing s
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