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ummeled by recenl rains, the

maountain tralls above Los Angeles

have been inundated with enough

water to drown frogs and send
Malibu residents (o the grocery store in
canoes, The area was a mess. 50 it was
with some frustration that I came home
each day to see the clean and polished
aluminum-framed Parkpre Pro Image
waiting 1o be ridden. Late one after-
noon there was finally a break in the
weather, so in the last rays of the wan-
ing sunlight 1 mounted a NiteRider
light on the handlebar, packed up some
food, clothes and a compass and head-
ed for higher altiiude. En route to the
trailbead 1 stopped a couple of times to
adjust the angle and position of the
Parkpre Factory Racing (FFR) tianium-
rail saddle. And that didn't take long
since the double-boli PFR seal post
clamp makes small changes a snap. |
could tell that the 32000 Pro Image
wasn't just smoke and mirmors, i1 was

BEY CHRIS EVERTSEN

AockShox's Judy 5L calms the berrain while
Grig Shift X-Ray and Dia-Compe PC-11 levers
handle e shifting and siopping duties.

ready 10 go. In fact, before | knew it |
waz far beyond the first two pitches
and 1I'd handly taken a moment o get
fully acquainted with the bike's ap-
pointments. But later that night, 1
hosed it, wiped i and checked it out.

IN THE MIX

The heart of the Pro Image—ihe
newest conception from Parkpres R&D
team—is its siate-of-the-aluminum-art
Easton Elite double-butted 7005-alu-
minum framesel with a replaceable
rear derailleur hanger. Its low-profile
geometry (basically a sloping top tube)
provides the rider with a more rigied
frame and lowers the stand-over helght
by two inches. That means the 19-inch
frame 1 rode measured 18 inches from
the center of the bottom bracket to the
center of the top tibe

Front suspension on our test bike
was supplied by RockShox's Judy SL.
But according to Christian Davies of

The Pro Image mugs lar the
shuttir before some zesty
seasions in the hills,
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SPECIFICATIONS

Casselte. Shimana Deore XT 11-28
Tires: Confinental 261 2.1
Leader Pra il 24x1.9
Cross-Comntry (r}
Cranksel: Shimang Deere T
175mm. Z13242
Bottom bracket; Shimano
Shifters: Grip Shift SRTB00 X-Ray
Derailieurs: Shimana Deare X7
Chain: Shimans HG-20
Saduie: PFR Stanium rail

cantilevers. Dia-Compe
FL-11 levers
Pedals: cals K. clipless
Handiebar, PFR 7005 stuminum,
b-degree bend
Stem: PFR 182 chrome-moly,
130enm, -degres rise
Mamufacturer: Parpre Bicycles, 5245
Kazulo Ot Moarpark. CA
3021, [B0SH529-5865

Seal tube: 18 i (center to centeny
Top tube. 23in.
Head angle: 71
Seal angle: T
Chainstays: 184 in
Wheelbase: & in
Fork offset: 1%iin
Botom brackel
height: 113 in.
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FICATIONS

Curious about the nature of the
hub's problem, | called Jefi Hoeppner,
the operations manager for Pulstar
“The cassette body threads into the
hub,” Hoeppner explained. “What
most likely happened is the body
wasn't torqued down sufficiently, Un-
der load of the first few rides [via ped
al strokes| the body is reefed down
onto the hub. One set of hub bearings
is in the cassette body and this tight
ening movement would definitely af-
fect the cone adjustmeni. Keep in
mind that thiz shouldn’t pose a prob-
lem once sufficiently tightened.”

SPEED THRILLS

With another day and some more
maintenance under my belt, | decided
on some extended downhill therapy.
Mother Nature's extended outbursts
had washed away the hardpack, ex
posing a bevy of boulders and sharp
rocks. In the shallow spotls pools of
thick mud had gathered, so with the
sturdy lugged Continental tires be-
neath, 1 surfed some of the sludge,
sometimes hydroplaning, slogging my
way with quite a grin. Braking wasn't
much of an issue, but when it was,
Dia-Compe's Power Contral-11 levers
and VC-5 cantilever ensemble provid

ed progressive feel and not too much
mush. As the trail dropped down into
a wash, the water level rose. A kayak
would have been better suited for the
conditions. But | must admit, river
surfing on the Parkpre all-terrain vehi-
cle was a blast.

Overall, the Pro Image is an effective
mix of componentry and in-house pro-
duction PFR hardware wed to a great-
riding aluminum chassis. If you're a
big rider or dig the firm ride of an alu-
minum mount, Parkpre has packaged
it all here to feed your two-wheel ap-
petite. Add Parkpre’s lifetime guaran-
tee on the frame and one vear on the
componentry and you can ride as hard
as you like and rest easy at night. B

The chainstays provide ample tire and mud
clearance.




