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WILDERNESS TRAIL Bl

PHOENIX

High Quality In An Understa

od Package.

[ you equate high-performance

mountain bikes with i

angles, a laid out position, and very

quick steering, the Wilderness
Trail Bikes (WTB) Phocenix is not for
you, If, however, o high-quality, light-
weight, steel frame designed for all-day
cruising 15 your hag, this could be the
bike for you.

The WTE threesome of Charlic
Cunningham, Steve Pous, and Mark
Siate are some of the oldest names in
mountain bike building, and they cer
fzinly know what it’s about when it
comes 10 building frames. They were
generous enough to send us iwe
Phoenixes, one a 15-inch frame and the
other an 18-inch frame, and the work-
manship on both was exguisite.

ATEsSIve

BASIC BEAUTY

One was a muted blue color, the
other a pearlescent white. Baoth colors
played up the simple elegance of the
frames. The welds on these TIG-weld-
ed, double-butted chromoly frames
were lovely, smoother than a newly lub-
ed chain, and seamless, The down ube
and top fube are triple-butted, and Potis
uses brass ar the head tube and down
tube junction to strengthen them. Skae
explained that “ic’s almost like a lug
and almost like fillet brazing. It helps o
diffuse the stress of TIG welding.”

Giraceful quick release bevers and clean

cable routing contributed 1o the hikes’
aesthetic appeal. With so many rman-
ufacturers usin
tubes, the Phoenix's smaller, round
{except for the scat wwbe) tubes give the
bikes an understated look. The steeply-
sloping top tube added 1o the bike's
long, lean Jook, Call it elegam simplici-
ty. Call it fime workmanship.

A tap of the op lube with o linger
pail produced a high-pitched chime,
mugh like the sound fine crystal makes
when vou tap it. It sounded like very
thin wall mbing. and a fift of the bikes
1o dest for weight confirmed our suspi-
cion. Made of Ritchey Logic Prestige
tubing, they were relatively light

owversized and ovalized

incheed

We were even more impressed with
the bike's high tolerances, On the 18
inch frame the tolerance between the
seatpost and the scat tube was so tight
that when we undid the quick release
and pushed the scatpost down, it rose
back up by itsell! However, that made
us wonder absout venting o LI-‘L'l" wiler
out of the bottom bracket, Mark Slate
expluined 10 us that they didn’t vent the
seat tube because they didn’t think it
was that effective. “We iry 10 educate
people ahout how (o care for their bikes
instead.” he said.

TAKING FLIGHT

'hen we. hit the trail with the Phoe

I ———T

SpesdMaster cantilever brakes exhibit the
same kind of workmanship and
performance of thair Roller-cam
predecessors, Thoey re light, powerful,
and produce some of the best modulation
charactaristics we've aver foft from an
aftermarket cantilever, Attention to detail
is standard with WTB — the machined
straddle cable quick release has on anti-
alip feature.

4

Cusiom craftsmanship from somi of the
oldest names In the business make the
Phoenix a desirable ride. Ride-all-day
geometry makes the Phoenix a bike for
discriminating riders who don't

necossarily want to race or shred,
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mix, one thing became very clear. This
is ot a-bike o hury on, [Us
comfort, not for speed. While the bikes
angles, wheelbase, and general geome-
premty standard, somehow it felr
like it ha
wheelbase, and long chainstays.
larger than normal fork offset (1,75
inches) accounts, in part. for the
reluxed feel of the bike. That feel and
the wide and sweeping handlebar made
us want to cruise rather than o mee the
Phoenix. Amd cruise all day we did on
thiz comfortable, stable bike,

All testers enjoved the well-config-
ured rider compartment. Those whe rode
the smaller bike apprecisted the gener-
os top tube and ample clearance —
twer things that are often missing on
sealed-down bikes:

MNow we don't mean to imply that
you can’t go fast on the Phoenix. You
can, with confidence in the hike's sta-

y and predictability. But why? A
ride this swezt and mellow ought o be
savared.

We do have one complaint, although
it's mot about the frame itself. We're
going 1o send a bill 1o WTB when all of
our test riders have (o have their knees
replaced. Alkough the Phoenix is sold as
o fmeset, the guys at WTH were Kind
(7) encargh 1o butld up the bikes for us. In
general, that was a good thing becouse
they built them up with lots of WTB
goodics — handiebar, stem, bar ends,
beakes, grips, and hubs. But we don’t know
what possessed them (o use the gearing
that they did. Both bikes were full XT
with top-moumned shifters, but the low

gear was o huge 28 x 28! Needles

this interfered with our abili

the hike and 1o test it thoroughly in stecp
climbing situations,

That said, we found the Phocenix 1o
be a very capable bike in most trail sit-
uations, It was a good climber, and we
especially enjoyed it on long, seated
climbs, Even with the adverse low-end
gearing, we could tell the bike was very
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adept at elimbing. It proved equally si-
bie on wide open, fast descems, In foct,
“stable™ sums up its performance under
a variety of trail comditions, While not
the quickest-handling hike, it was guick
enough and very predictable, allowing
us Lo mancuver fechnical letrack
without problems. Basically, we just
didn’t go into comers as hot as on hikes
with-a more agg ¢ geometry, On

round boulders and onto rock ledges.
When coming down steep. loos

esired direction and 1t would hobd the
lime firmiy, even if there was o tirn al the
haottom.

Several testers complained that the
hike's front end tended to flop in tech-
mical elimbing sinuions. Weight disin-
buticn wasn’t the problem, The from
whieel just didn’tseem 1w want to track
a straight line., Slate confirmed th the
fork rake could lead 1o some wheel flop
in slow speed technical climbing.

One thing that surprised us was the
rigidity of the hikes, despite the thin
wall wubing. The reduced weight and
length of the frame wbes, along with

Thix radically sloping top tube on our smaller lest bike created o good amount of
standover hedght for cur smaller test riders, Fairly standard angles with a longish fork
trail create n more stable than aggressive bike for most trall riding siluations.




Although the price tag is kind of high, you're not going 1o find this kind of frame
buliding expertise on many other frames.,

the correspondingly extended seapost,
i=-designed for vertical forgiveness
while maintaining lateral and torsional
stiffness. This definitely worked on the
bigger frame, and resulted ina bike that
was plenty stff in power climbing situ

ations on both, but becouse of the tight
iriangulxtion on the smaller bike, rough
downhills were a bit harsh.

BONUS GOODIES

As we said before, the Phoenix is
sold as a frameset only, but the WTB
parts that came on our test bikes deserve
swome comment. Testers universally
praised the WTH brakes. The machined

aluminum brakes looked good and prov-
eil strong, bt ther best characterisie
wis their grest modulation. If only all
altermarkel brakes offered such a pre-
cise feel, ..

In this iy and age of no-rise stems,
our Phoenixes looked a little retro with
their relaively high rise PowerBand
stems (chromoly) and swept back han
dlebars (titanium). As with all WTB
parts, these were nicely machined and
attractive. The WTB grips, like the
ather pans, were straightforwand and
functional, Mo funky colors or weird
patterns or shape., Just basic black and
comfortable. The final goadie was

The Phoenix is understated, but performance and quality are bop-notch. While paying

s e

the exira dollars Tor the Wilderness Trodl Blkes decal is a subjective decision, after
riding the Phoenix we'd have o say that there's a strong argument for It,

WTB's Grease Guard external gredse
injection port hubs, the design that gave
birth 1o SunTour’s successful compo-
nents

WTH's bar ends provided a nice, Mt
surface 1w rest our palms on, and the
bend in the bar ends was remarkably
comforable 1o a vanety of nders. Thanks
tor two Allen bolis on the joint that con-
nects the bar ends (o the bars, the ex-
tensions rodate 360 degrees fo-any posi-
tion within the clamp. This means we
could customize the fit and angle of the
bar ends to meet our personal tastes
Unfortunately, WTH has discontinued

WTB's Powerband stem uses an
oversized clamping surface and
machined TOT5-TE aluminum clamps that
you can remove and replace quickly for
apecilic evonts, training or terrain,. You
can also theoretically use a thinner-
walled handigbar as load $tress (s
disbursed more avenly. I1's avallable in
both chromoly and titanium.

|1:;|k||:|;; the bar ends because, according
o Slate, “They were overly heavy and
to0 expensive to make,” Maybe we can
stari a leller-writing campaign o bring
them back

OF course, the essentially custom
Phoenix comes ot a price. 1t retails for
S1045 for the frame only. It will cost
your ancther $3500 for the WTB Type 1
fork. You can also opt for the Phocnix
Special Edition, which comes with
brake studs degigned for scatsiay tog-
gle cam brakes, for 51035

Consider. too, that these bikes are
hanlt o last, “'We |r;|.||_-.' sinve for lon-
gewvily,” says Slae. “That’s why the
bikes ane designed 1o be strong, That's
why we triple butt them in places.
They should last a long time,” L
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