


Rocky Mountain is one of Canada
carliest and most successful mou
in bicycle companies. The small but
bustling manufacturer mixes a conserv:
tive design philosophy with a da
different attitude. Like other Bi
I an fat-tire folk, Rocky Muun n
it hog-tied by a Shimano rubber-stamp
component group philosophy. They go
heir own way! Unlike their Western Ca-
mdian compatriots, Rocky’s president,
Grayson Bain, and head designer, Larry
Ruble, were instant converts to the fully
suspended off-road cult. To the Canadian
duo it was like instant karma: after
prmthm. frame nemm titanium and mi-
auscopic increases in pedaling efficiency
for years, the two discovered rear suspen-
sion and threw the book out the window.
Rocky Mountain, like most serious off-
mad companics, worked on its own sus-
pension designs and was set to go into
production when fate intervened. It un-
arthed a system that worked better than
its own, and to its credit. and business

aumen, Rocky Mountain didn’t let its
ego get in the way. The simplicity and
ty of the then-new AMP Re-
system was tough to beat. The
AMP rear end has proven reliable, light-
weight, race-ready (after three years on
the NORBA circuit) and was a perfect
match for Rocky Mountain’s north-of-
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Throwing the book
out the window

the-border-style, sloping-top-tube frame
design. Afier some extensive festing and
i i in

AMP camp (which was supply
goase), mating its Easton ProGras
front triangle to an imported AMP rear
suspension. The Rocky Mountain Edge
was borm,

FIRST LOOK
Rocky Mountain’s Edge is such a clean
and simple bicycle that the uninitiated
might overlook the fact that it's a full sus-
pension bicycle. The Edge uses the com-
plete AMP Research rear linkage. includ-
ing the AMP thru-shaft shock. Up front. a

zero-rise stem clamps a multi-position
handlebar. Traditional thumbshifters are a
counterpoint to Magura hydraulic brake
levers. Our Edge was outfitted with an
AMP Research linkage fork. A Rock
Shox Mag-21 is optional for those
telescopic desires.

Visually, the most striking thing about

Easton frame. Surprisingly, Canadian
frame builders have almost made a point
of staying away from aluminum. Early
prototypes of the Edge were chromoly
and MBA’s test staff has grown used 10
skinny-tubed steel bicycles from the
north.” Rocky Mountain broke the
moly mold and manufactures an
bles the fat alloy front section in Rich-
mond, British Columbia, Canada. The
frame may have broken the steel vise
ollows the northem (radition
of a radically sloping top twbe to maxi-
mize standover clearance. Intelligently.
the Edge has a short head tube to com-
pensate for the tallish nature of suspen-

Rocky on the rocks: Short and sweet, the
Edge jumped and shouted when things
got tough and technical, Every test rider
came out of the singletrack segment of
our test with a stupid grin that wouldn't

wash off.

sion bicycles. Both front and rear sections
are powder-coated for maximum durabili-
ty. adding to the Edge’s no-fluff, down-
to-business appearance. Every aspect,
right down 1o the under-the-top-tube
cemed 1o be spol-on on
. Rocky Mountain stayed on

bl in three i
s, Our | T-inch mod-

73-degree-seat. Suspension travel wi
two inches up front and 2.5 inches in the
e weight is 5.1 pound
. The Edge is available as

%
alloy brake bridge for the MacPherson
strut. For info contact Rocky Mountain
PO Box 1568, 1400 A St. #D4,
230; (604) 270-2710.
COMPONENT PICKS
Rocky Mountain really mixed and
maltched the Edge’s pants, Controls are at-
tached 10 a multi-bend Race Face alloy
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front section.
Every aspect
of the Edge
sprang from
authentic dirt
know-how.
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN

found them awkward 1o ope
The Edge rolls along i
appily: up. down, fast or slow. the

Machhe
mushy-feeli
ers have run Magura by

on strut rear

it
odutated and fe
ura units arc top wmmm
the best rear brakes by far of all 1
Pherson Strut bicyeles w
leg over

ance
he n

BMX-converts

downhill,

climbi

fun due 1o the
rear suspension.

its forté. The bike
is d. however: only the
-[n|l|" could survive for any clumlmn on

Alternative.

dasign:
doesn't play follow-the-leader in any way,

shape or form up front. About the anly
oommmmannnanww.dmandam
Everything functioned as well as or better
than the Mmr items ﬂ‘n?twvhive
come ta expect on fal-tire front ends.

the tos
brake bridge inimiced tha flox i the
Edge's compression strut, aflowing the
Magura hydraulic brakes to squeeze the
life out of Rocky Mountain's rims.

steep pitch. The Smoke/Dart tire ¢
praved to be excellent performers and
could be the new all-purpose full suspen-
i for 94, Best ru\ll\\ on long
climbs were achieved by st
the saddle for a while
ing positions constantly Seih ol
dlebar positioning were set for cross
country work,

Techs
testy if the rider o
the bike,

1 descents col
1 shift to the re.
s short fror
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icasurement required this. |
ment for staying forward was the |
stopping feeling of a weightless re. i
swapping back and forth in dmmrhuuuu
when the brakes were applied.

SUSPENSION SPE S
AP hydraulic dampers are thru-shaft

allows. the d.uu;m;mmu 1 run comple
Iy in Auid without changing the volume of
no need for high-

Both the tiny fork damper
ventionally sized shock can be rebuilt by
anyone with a little skill and simple tools.
This is a plus, hm |II\ AMP shock’s
reliance on readil
seals created the
minute amounts of air move back and
forth from one side of the \h\ ck
the other. the shock muaks
I's not a sign 1
because it can oce
ride. 11's just part of life on the
Both front and rear setups are too stiff
e, With the preload hacked out
the AMP fork is too harsh in
the slow to medium speed chop. The
ing seems to be in the ballpark
fork spring would probably
cure the low-speed chatter. The rear is the
opposite. The 450-pound spring is spe
on for our 133- to 150-pound test staff.

Surer Linee Ilﬂ

Every other system of
connecting a chain is old news

A reuseable, built to last
chain connector. Easily
remove and reassemble
your chain without tools.

kes chain mai 1ce
and emergency chain
repairs a breeze.

MADE IN USA

CRAIG METALCRAFT, INC.
4724 West Rice » Chicago, IL. 60651
-821-3330 « Fax: 312-921-0179




ROCK SHOX  ROCK SHOX
MAG 21 SL MAG 21

509 °299

ROCK SHOX ~ ANSWER
QUADRA ~ MANITOU 3

199" ‘359

ZOOM OVERENDS

ZOOM SIDE BAR

ZOOM BOA BAR ENDS
ZOOM WINGS

ZOOM CM 1000

ZOOM AHEAD COMP STEM
ZOOM AHEAD STEM
ZOOM COMF STEM

$34.99
§27.99
527.99
$24.99
5$39.99
$29.99
$32.99

$26.99
$23.99
$18.99
$20.99
521.99
$39.99
$25.99

$8.99

58.99

§4.99

ZOOM ORIGINAL STEM
ZOOM 150 BAR

ZOOM 170 BAR

ZOOM BRAHMA BAR

BELL IMAGE 93"
ONZA H.O. PEDALS
COOL TOOL
PANARACER SPIKE
SHIMANO M-737 $114.99|
GRABER GUARDIAN $49.99
GRABER MOUNTAINEER $89.99
PEDRO MILK LEVERS 52.00

3$24.99

53 THRUWAY MALL
CHEEKTOWAGA, .Y, 14225

MICRO-PUMPS ARE
A MEGA-PAIN!

Those cute micro pumps are
great until you actually
have to fill a tire with one.

SUPERFLATES are lighter,
cheaper and so much

faster!

SUPERFLATES use

inexpensive, widely

available B-B gun CO,
cylinders. (Threaded

cartridge models are available.)

INSTANT CONTROLLABLE TIRE INFLATION

;% Superﬂale; are ermrnnmenlaﬂy safe. The €0, used in ou recyelable cyfinders i
R o bum the st o begin i, 3 ey g1 released is oy being returned to the s
INNOVATIONS IN CYCLING 2700 £ Bity . Tos, AL 85706 » (563 53956 » AN 953935

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

to match,

mechanic's
air wrench
could tighten
the clamp
enough to
keep the
seatpost from
twisting—the
bike's only
nagging
problem, »
The bike is supple over the little stuff, but
compression damping is overly harsh on
most hi wplitude impacts. Cranking
preload into the rear spring and
king out the mrx preload achieves the
b AMP offers a
range of different w]mng\ for both fork
and shock. We like to switch to a lighter
oil viscosity 1o soften the dampi
light riders. Bigger riders over 150
pounds will probably find the damping
about mgin.
SUC

TION BOX

Ru;l\ \.1mm|4l has dmu. well with

setup moves: (1) Slide the saddle
half-inch or so more than normal
ght the rear end. (2) Take lem off
the stem length to approximately a
125mm zero-rise unit. This would also
ke k over the rear sus
mp looks trick
atpost in place;
r cogs 10 a 12

©
ailed 1o secure the
1p it (4) S\hm the T
ore rade to Rapidfire
shifte mh the fork spring 10 a
lighter unit. (7) Gain weight or go 1o a
lighter-weight oil in the rear shack. The
shock does lighten up after break-in time,
soif it’s borderline, give it a chance,
WHAT DO W] 2
nges, Rocky Moun
ride. With some
s mtciio potential.

Without any chan

Tuck. with the AMP fork, bu the shorier
offset of the Rock Shox A 1 would
probably be a better match to the E
Tl-deg eomelry.
me\hnlmnl ckir
aling out of the saddle. As a cross-coun
ry bike, the Rocky Mountain Edge is a
good pick for a hardeore woods rider. If
downhills are you
choose the e y
comfortably ride to pick up some extra
stability at speed. 2




