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FAT CHANCE
SHOCK-A-BILLY

Why are these guys all smiling?

Chris Chance has seen trends come
and go over the dozen-odd yeuiz
that he and his band of jolly East C
balloon-tire folks have been bulldmg
frames. Fat Chance is their name and con-
servative performance is their game, An
ur ering dedication to rigidity. light
weight and eking out the last iota of effi-
ciency from the classic diamond frame
has made them ous from one end of
the globe 1o the other. Y,
Light! Classic! Tradiri
the Fat Chance brochures have always
read. “Sovoo, what is a downright reac-
tionary band of TIG-welding frame build-
ers doing with a full suspension bicycle in
their 94
The Fat l‘lm\m. replv didn’t come easi-
ly: “Um ah, well, origi-
nally we muul,m suspension was really
stupid. Ah, but some of us tried some cool
suspension bicycles and, m, really had
fun. We buill some proioiypes (just io
evaluate any potential benefits of rear sus-
pension, mind you). Affer a year, we de-
cided to go for it. We just had a gas riding
full suspension bikes!™
As things turned out, llu. AMP Re-
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mond-frame school of
proven designs. Afier s

and feasibility studies, Chris negotiat
with Horst Leitner to purchase comples
AMP rear suspension sections. The plan
was simple, and it turns out not all that
rare. Fal Chance would build the rest of
the Shock-a-Billys in its own factory and
the AMP rear section would bolt an.

The concept of a fully suspended Fat

Chanee buyers and i’y cerainly

East (‘u'ul dudes l.r'mh out an

ion bicycle? Chris

quarter on the able.
FIR lL()()K

Steel has always been the weapon of

choice at Fat Chance—very thin steel,

The Shock-a-Billy's frame is TIG-welded
fram oversized, quad-butted, heat-treated,
chromoly tubing. Most suspension build-
ers choose large-dinmeter aluminum for
extra rigi but Fat Chance has a
unique relationship with an unnamed tube
company that draws cusiom tubes Ju\l for
them (we would guess t is True
Temper). Frame construction is near per-
fection and small design touches are ap-
parent throughout the frame. Paint? Man
oh man, these dudes love 10 candy-coat
their bikes. Our test bike was pearlized
lavender.

The first feature to pop into view is a
small reinforcement tube at the seal
tube junction. Thi
be lowered to compensate for masimum
standover height. Instead of wads of
clded alloy around the bottom brack-
etfswingarm area, two thin tabs and a
small brazed tube form the swingarm piv-
ot boss. Up front. the main frame tubes
inctly oversized. The seatpost di-
ameter is a big 29.4mm 1o prevent flexing.
fon. A machined, alloy. seat-
post clamp incorporates a plastic seal to
prevent dirt and moisture from in
ihe seat tube. A small gusset further rein-
forces the head/down tube junction. The
aluminum AMP rear section (swingarm,
strul and shock) is lefi polished. Our
Shock-a-Billy came with the Noleen
shock option (the lighter but Tess sophisti-
cated AMP thru-shafl unit comes stock).
A color-matched, long: Rack Shox
Mag-2] SL fork shares suspension duties
(Answer’s Manitou Il is an option also).

When Chr ance asked us how we
wanted the bicycle set up, we told him to
send the Shock-a-Billy exactly how he
would like 1o ride one. When the bicycle
arrived. it set off a drool-a-thon.

THE NUMBERS GAME

st Coust bikes used to favor short top
tubes, steep seat angles and high bottom
brackets. Head angles could run as steep
as 72 degrees, Fat Chance may have done
some time ago, but its experience
ition and some
extensive vacationing out west has had a
moderating effect on their geomerry.

Shock-a-Billys come in small, medium
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and large sizes. The medium frames”

tube Irnglll runs 23 inches, bottom brack-
et height is 12.5 inches, wheelbase 42
inches, chainstay length 16.625 inches
with a 72-degree seat and 71-degree head
angle. Rear suspension travel was two
inches. A long-iravel Rock Shox Mag-21
provided 2.375 inches in front. The No-
leen shock is clamped in place to provide
ide height adjustment. A wide v.'mcly

cludmp_ the cnlnr-malc'\led Mag-21, No-
Ieen shock option and Afterburner fm
The

bra

{5t e el complete bicycle. Bny~

ing the whole package would equal a sub-

tial chunk of the national debt.
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Any hue or e ssible for the
right price. Just ask, 1he Slmck-a Billy
river's compartment wa
file alloy handlebars, Ou
elé zero-rise (135mm) stem, Grafton
brake levers a apidfire mounts round
out the dashboard. Seating for one was
provided by an Avocet Air-40-R saddle
on a Ringlé Moby post. The stopping de-
partment spotlighted Grafton ca
stiffencd up with an Afterbumer clamp-on
alloy bridge in the rear and a Two-Wheel
Performance fork brace. The irnsmission
was Shimano XTR derailleurs and shift
levers. Grafton 26/36/46 cranks powered
an 11-32 Action-Tec eight-speed fitanium
¢ stack featured Ringlé
ubs, 32-spoke Velocity aero-
Continental Competition-Pro 2.1
(front and rear). Other notable items
were a Chris King threadless beadset and
a Grafton Ti bottom bracket.
ON THE DIRT
First impressions are lasting, Thn
Shock-a-Billy didn’t d i
feel-good department. By
rked that the bi
Billy was low enough in front for ham-
mering up long climbs and lo
let it fly on any worthy
hill. Steering response was crisp and ac-
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A classic rendered in steel: The
Chance’s ultra-thin, steel front section
felt spot-an. Dvw.!ll Iayout of the con-
trols, omponents followed suit.
The Billy showed thaf on aid dog can add
new trickness.

Flights of fatness: An ultralight cross-
country racer that can be mercilessly
hammered at spud The Fat Chance
Stock-a-Bily s 2 Ninja in an evening
drass. Pratty paint and trick components
were l:lng on this kamikaze cake. ™

urate. The Shoc)
what it w

0-pound shack sy
ave.thv 'Billy.a solid, Fealing whe

ds. Dampi
unit was smooth. Watc
proved to non believers h
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the local
desert. grinding up super steep, rocky
pitches that tested the "Billy's and rest
crew’s technical skills, The bike passed
with honors. The only place the
Continental tires did well was in sandy
and rocky sections (a Eurapean desert
tire?).

'We own the night.

Powerful. Rugged. Reliable. From our papular “Commuter Special” to
the 45-watt “Team Max; the most powerful light on the market, our
dual-beam lighting systems set the standards for the industry.
Simply put: we deliver maximum perfarmance at less cost. To learn
mare about a system that's light years ahead, call (818) 791-0457
for a free brochure and the name of a dealer near you,

Taliignt
Ours: 15-25 times the output of
Hashing types. Plugs into all
Hightsun Hght systems.
e |

QR Maunts

Ours: CNC-machined Uanium/alioy. Lights
mount safely below the handiebars.

Thars: injected plastic Above-the-bar

mounting can be dangerous ib & crash

Ours: Custom higiefficiency Xenon
Maximum brighiness and long runtimes.
he-snett
agon-hoiggen,

o

Ours: Srong. Nghtweight sircraf-grade

alloy. Designed speiicaly for cycling
Thes: Heavy piti bathysphere”

constction. Designed forscubo ding
High-Beam
Ours: recision focused spotlightin
<combination Wi low-bear flood ight
Thers: Sroa fiood pattern more F
appropriate for Jow-beam appieations. é

Premium lighting
systems from $155 &
to $265. Call today.

outof the d

| Chris Chance goes one smaller: Few sus-

pension designers can believe how small
Horst Leitner's pivots are. By switching to
steel, Chris Chance uses near-miniature
supports for his Shock-a-Billy/AMP
design.

Adjustable alternative: Grafton's
brake/shift controfs were light and very
functional. The pivot location on the
brake lever could be adjusted to firm up
the flexy rear brake, (We set tha raar
brake in the lowest position and the front
in the middle position.)

offset brake pull hinder re:
formance. Adj ble pivots on the
irafton levers big difference

firming up the stoppers (we set the

Fat Chance purchases its re
from AMP Research, so its features
AMPs. AMP designs the
tiv end. and we especially
with the Noleen shock.

section
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| the AMP thru-shaft unit, but there is a
| very noticeable impravement in perfor



Weicome addition: We had a chance to
compers an AN sbockc wih aur other fa-

e Noleen. We have always felt
et the M ook ke supianess in
the damping department. The Noleen uni
was a dreay

mance with the Noleen unit that more
than compensates for the missing half-
inch of wheel
ciate simplicity
10 do their own upkeep might want the
workable AMP shock. The thru-shaft
design can be rebuilt with a screwdriv-
rs and @ splash of auto-

er. a pair of

tic transmis
nd AMP shock are coil spring
types with threaded preload collars. The

speed-sensitive valving and a
pressure NilFOgEn TESCIVOIT 10 prevel
shock fade (rebuilds are best left to an
eapert). The Fat Chance uses stuinless
steel pivot pins in addition to AMP’s
permanently lubed bearings. Included
with each frame is a new set of hearings
and an applicator tool (as well as setup
and operating instructions). The rear
end stayed tight throughout the MBA
thrash-fest, including some rained-out
sessions. Overall, the Shock-a-Bi
rear suspension scored high marks
departme

SUGGESTION BOX
Although |!|\.' Shock-a-Billy is not
available from Fat CI A com-
plete bicycle, our test bicycle can still
shed light on your future purchase.
Here is what we would change 1o set
the bike up for better performance: (1
Ur||c\~ you I:u' in the mul 90-

suspen
tires to smooth out the rl:il:
need a stiff, knobby tread that
up 1o aggressive ri Fir

traction only in the ne
suspension bikes. (2) |
downg
many similar suspens 1
body's gol to have a solution to mushy
MacPherson Strut brakes. (3) Full-
Iength cable housing from the top tube
stop 1o the rear derailleur would keep
the moving suspension parts from

ati
they do

world order of
test rider

affecting shift |nrrunmnu
WHAT DO WE THINK?
The Shock-a-Billy h..\ it all—great
looks, feather weight, impeccable trail-
side manners and awesome component
selection. The only person who
mmldn t Inlu- this bicycle is some noth-
b I-for-me type (and we
uunmm le Chris Chance wa this
category until he built the Shock-a-
Billy). Rigid guys need not apply, but
the rest of fat-tite humanity could peg
the fun meter on Chris Chance’s latest
full suspension bike. The Shock-a-
Billy, if built up in similar fashion to
our test model, could be a top contender

at the races.

on fluid. Both the |
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Sprays On As a
Liquid, Dries To o Wax.
Maxima Choin Wax is o dlean, dry
quick oerosol chain lubricant, “The exclusive
Chain Wax Formula sprays an and inta chains os o liquid, then
chemically sets to  soft waxy film. Ho left over oil or

grease fo ottract dir or fling off. %
Chain Wax penetrates deep for superior

Iubrication and outstanding protecion P 1

from rust and corrosion. Chain Waxis " 3

the best oerosollubricant for ieyde

and conrol cobles.

Suspensmn

Maxima Bicydle Suspension Fluid uilizes the most advanted polymer
technology to achieve the lowest possible static fricion (sticion) in air /ol
suspension. This yields o supple action .-M

Moxima Bicycle Suspension Fluid contains seal condifioners, anfi-wear agents and
rust/corrosion inhibitors tht extend suspension component lfe.

Fluid race Proven Fo.rmufn

shock being transmitied to the rider.

Distributor & Dealer inquiries wekcome.
9266 ABRAHAM WAY
SANTEE, CA 92071+USA + (618) 443-5000
—_—
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