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When the Medici family’s talent
scouts were searching for o worthy
artist o knock out some Family portraits,
one of the queries went oul 10 Leonardo
Da Vinei. When
ple of his work ta be
triarch, Leo simply drew a circle freehand
on a serap of parchment and sent the
dumhmumkd messenger on his way, The
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tention to
| and a gifted eye for composition
ssary in the crafl-
ing of furniture and bicyele frames
However, when art and craft are com-
bined, the results can rival any statue or
wall hanging
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Sculpted and finely painted bicycle
frames were once the very heart and soul
of the custom frame bu ness.

De KERF

MOUNTAIN BIKE

An emerald from north of the border

tsmanship was his stock in trade. To-
the advent of TIG-welded tubing,
oversized aluminum frames and full sus-
pension mountain bikes has transmuted
the desire for artistic form into the wor-
ship of function. Not so at De Kerf!
Armed with paint. modern machinery.
torches, files and Old World charm, the
folks at De Kerf are rekindling the flames
of passionale Esuyd» craftsmanship,
WHA' A De KERF?
We were curnious, 100, 50 hen the
nadian firm contacted us, we agreed to
test the little-known brand. just to cheek
out what they were up to. It tums out that
De Kerf has been subcontracting high-end
steel frames for a anadian
brands and an assoriment of racers. The
company thought the time was about
{aboot) right to sail off in its o
tion, They wanted o be sure that the MBA
test riders were fully aware that beauty
requirement for performance. so
the company asked serious questions
about our favorite top fube lengths and
other dimensions and informed us that &
De Kerf would be crossing the border in
30 days. One month later, the bos arrived,
Wor tiful metalli
emerald green greeted us as we readied
the De Kerf for assembly. The frame was
study pe’of brazing and

wiis nos

every

ng technique used by modem cus-
ilders. Most of the ultra-light

1om
Ritchey Logic front triangle was TIG-

welded, but not all of it. A triangular gu
set was brazed on the underside of the
downtube (o reinforce the head twhe junc.
tion, and the seat (wbe fillet-brazed
In the rear of the frame.
De Kerf erafted its trademark monos
tapered scatstays pierced by the tubular
beams of the monostay v is

The monost

i looks very much
like a fork erown, lts parts are machined
o a tight cmm‘u‘ tolerance that wh
junction cd, it appears fo be
together (vu) ol Bach o as beea
ovalized or m.u-n.ml in S fashion.

ne have undergor
b, right down wits Stag-
ube cable guides and sculpied
dropouts,

WHAT ABOUT THE
PERFORMANCE STUFF
We were getling 1o that, Because the
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De Kerf was the exception. Would you do

this on your first date? »






Flying in formation: De Kerf swoals the
lmy stuff. Perfoct m welds, machined

‘head tube and staggered cable guides
are a few subtle ones. One has to wonder
if all this beauty is only skin-deep.

dirt-worthy bicycle, The mix is very Ca-
nadian. A Shimano )\1!{ drivetrain is
F

crankset. The titani railed Ritchey
saddle is supported by a Syncros titanium
seatpost. Wheels feature Hugi hubs nz-
spoke rear and 28 front) and Mav
rims rolling on a substantial set of P.A B
racer 2.1-inch Smoke/Dart hard tops, Up
front. a trusty Rock Shox Mag 21 stood

stiff and functional,

Styling Signature: We've never seen a
monostay that rivaled the rast of the
frame for total construction time. The
five-piece MOC'( -crown selup is a De Kerf
spokes could
o s:msdmnoopun seat stays.

poised, re: :: nd paiied 10 match.
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Kerfing a berm: A brain surgeon couldn’t
outcarve the Kerf Monster. Its short
wheelbase didn't hamper its high-speed
performance . . . until it hit the bumps.
After that it was ride 'em, cowboy.

Protruding jaw: Race Face’s machined
aluminum I-beam crankie! was super-
stiff. Unfor

bottom bracket pushed the crank far to
the right and out of sync with the drive-
train.

spnm work). The bike felt lighter than the
to its nimble handling.
ngletracking was a gas-and-a-half at
dl'ly speed. The Dc Kerf matched the
Smoke/Dart tires’ performance better
than any other bike we have tested with
the combination. The big surprise to all
the MBA test riders was how well the
short-wheelbase bike took on fast fi
road turns. The bike could be ma
vered in the middle of a sliding turn at
i i ny line, and the neutral-
handling bicycle would cruise on
through.

Not all was rosy in Kerfland, though.
ke's short wheelbase and the Rock
lockout-style fork valving caused
the little green monster to get choppy in
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