inkling of

an Simpson is a man
who beliaves bikes
should go on a diet.
This is applied no
meea farvantly than o
hie own stead which
currently waighs in at a svelt
17.75Ih. You reckon that's fight
Well Ken says with slicks he
can gel the waight down o
around the 15.51b mark.
48-yaar-old Ken began his
lightwaight fetish when he
rediscovered cycling after a
spell on molo-cross trials
bikes Having already built
himsalf a trials bike b figured
building a push bike would be

than go into frame building, he
concerned  himself  with
lightweight components

g walk in the park. But rather |

The gnary grin says it all Ken's lsstaly e 'n' shint mmage beslies & racfica) bemn

When MBI reader engineer Ken Simspon
bought a Iightweught frame, he had no

where it would all end...

LIGHT

FANTASTIC

fightweight mountain bike was
an Emmelle that he slipped a
pair of slicks anto and hung on
the balance, | want 1o 196 To
a man like Ken that set it
positively in tha heavwweight
divizion and he sel about his
goal to build the lightest
poasible MTH.

‘About six months ago |
went 1o the States and bought
this Titan titansurm frame. At 2lb
150z for an 18.5in frame it is
fight, and | coulan wait to get it
home and into the workshop,'
he recalls

Bike shops In the
Shrewsbury area will no goulnd
remember Ken, the man who
waighad a pisce firsl and, § he

| reckoned he could make it

and |

groupsets. The first Simpson |

himsalf lighter, then laft for his
maching shap without handing

Tha ianium sealpi is hame-srafied. A
jubdipe chp replicas e gaat clamp bo'
- how long i wall st we dan 't know.

A Mevic mach periosied and sofusied
for 11-23T 700-CX Shimano hyDra
UG QU
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st ool

bean, Thers he made the

ight 1o e ¢
tion has Hilanium |
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o,
Kan's ower maroue Ranum hubs,
rear. Tha sprockel side has a
conventional Iree-cross waave,

Two: sels of 36 1|tanlum
gpokes sava 2049 ovar

glairiess and with alioy nipples |

that is shaved to Boz.'he says
Cormponeants that might not

warfant a second glance on

some MTBs saw the

fiftad to the Tian, pural

lcowr-fat cont

the: nrake levers are "[ur"l're-j

Archar plasiic units and the

grips are gork, These are

slippad:on to & carbar fibng bar,

[Ciork 8nd plasnc milt coniscis save nnass o

along with Grip Shifts which =
one -of the lightest gear-
changing ng-argund, A
\he regr the Grip Shifts work a
havie road mech #23 has Desn
doctared {0 cover tha 13-23
toath-spread

=gt post &= hand mades |
lrom tilanitrm end nCorporRies 5
lightweaegint cradie
But t's not gl exafica on the
Simpson  bike. Hnusahuld
names such As Ewm appear
on the stem. Rilchey provides
the- brakes and BlOCks.

fr—da e gl g

A | agres.

Shemano XT rear hub is ihere
alosit with 2 iitanium spindle,
Tyres gre ceurras-, of Ritchay

and are tha Fight 1. 7in Z-Maxs,
| haven't finished with he
bk yet. 1t wall get lighter and at
1h=- marmant | am working onthe
and forks. Theare is a

| .-.-eunht saving to ba made

thess', declares Ken

Aftar witnessing what Ken
Simpsen can produce with a
machine shop and & bit of

titanium, we ean DH!U@
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