1 the cables joining the arms at
right angle
by exact positioning of the
cks. The hlocks are also of a
sizn, with bigper slots for mud
anel heat dispersal and a new
tor wet weather braking. We
tremely impressed by the effi
t the brakes

Fine tuning is

15 the drivetrain iz concerned,

ge level we could not fault the
g changes, The 26/36/46 chain-
st a more basic version of the
nps and split teeth of 1992 XTRH
zs,  resulting  in remarkably
anpes even under maximum

4 1228 Hyperglide freewhes|
mare than adequate gear

nd even the gear mechs and
vere noticeably  skinnier than

sesf] 10,

T wheels
eels fitted on the test bike were
12 model, The "93 versions will
the new Exage hubs, suppossdly
graded dirt seals, and P23 rims
= weight saving, Tyres fitted were
Megabite  2.1s, good all
=rs with a penchant for gripping
caosee olirt

firchesy

e other bits

= front end, the relatively  low

Ridgeback Complite stem with recessed
expander boll and hpht alloy bars wers
more than adequate. Comfortable and
hardwearing Ritchey hex grips capped
the ends.

We weren'l impressec by the saddle,
It looks classy, with copper rivets to the
rear, but did not olfer particularly goodd
support. over rougher lerrain, A long
oversize seatpin was Bitled, with a neat
and light QR belt.

Pedals, clips and straps were no-
name units but they were robust enough
fior general riding.

The ride

Eviery Ridgl.-fml.'lc e e tested] and talked
about conjures wp the much  tooted
words of stable, neutral, efficient, pre-
dictable and rehatrle. The 604 is no dif-
ferent. It handbed well, if without flair,
aver all terrain. The reasonalile weight
promoted stability and a feeling of secu-
rity for the few beginners who tried the
test hikes and, for £379.95, we find it dii-
ficult to pass negative comment. Some
first-timers in this price category may
prefer a higher rise stem; the set-up of
the G604 is fairly racy.

The 604 is an all-round machine in a
very popular price category.
jump out and draw ablent
will attract riders looking for function
over flair.

s ok

Chassis quality
Chassis finish
Gears performance
Bra performance
Wheels

Handling

Value lor money
Cwverall

Kona Explosif

#Then Kona MTBs arrived in the
K. they were accepted as solid,
so-nonsense bikes, built for the
sort of mountain biking that
fesigner/racer Joe Murray wor-
saipped. Their reputation as
somb proof all-rounders was
smplemented by a growing
samber of Cinder Cones and
Zxplosifs appearing on the race

scene. Their UK market has con-
tinued to grow, and now rivals
the Canadian based company's
US sales figures.

In line with the trends of recent
times, Konas have bBeen on a diet, The
92 range was a healthy reflection of sen-
sible weight watching with an obwious
emphasis of maintaining strength where
necessary. The '93 range promises much

more. The combined progress of Far
Eastern manufacturers  and  western
tlesigners has resulted in a crop of off-
the-shell production bikes for 93 that
will seriously challenge some of the per-
ceiver advantages of spending far more
money o hand-built machines

The new Kona Explosif, at E945,
may not have the exclusivity of a custom
il machine, but immediately offers
that classy look and feel that we normal-
Iy associate with hand-built offerings

The chassis

Weighing 23.85lh, it was immediately
obwious that the Explosif was more than
just a bunch of superlight componentry,
The frame is basically neatly TIG-welded
Tange Frestige double butted tubes. The
exact tube configurations are:

TOP TUBE Witirmate Ultralight
0.8-0.5-0.8mm
DOWHM TUBE Ultimate Superstrong
0.8-0.5-0.8mm
SEAT TUBE Concept
1.3-0.6-0.9mm

SEAT STAYS Concept 0.7mm wall,
15.8-11.0mm overdiamater

CHAINSTAYS Concept 0.8mm wall,
22.2-14.0mm overdiameter

In fay terms, the noticeable features were
that the clown tube was ribbed/corugat
edl, the seat tube avalised and externally

)
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Aotorbike mags
ire abways an
ibout how great
wetting your
nee down is.
drant proves you
candoit ona
nountain bike.
de i5, of course,
2.1 seconds from
the deck.

The new Konas
showe that you
don’t have to
spend lots maore
dosh on a
custorm built
machine

butted for extra rigidity at the bottom
bracket and seatpin, and the seatstavs
were noticeably fatter around the can-
tilever bosses, decreasing flex and doing
away with  last Doosles
horseshoe. The result s a remarkably
light hut super stiff frame that still has the
top quality

vear s Drase

ride spring associated with
steel frames,

The forks are Joe Muorray Project
triple butted, with 2 sales option of the
Kona 7 Link Fuiure Shock or the new
Rock Shox Quadra elastomer unit. We
can vouch for the strength of the Project
{fs. Brant managed to wipe out over the
bars on a 1 in 2. The front
thie wheel and forks were undamaged

We loved the colour scheme,
specced only for the UK market. The
Titanium, the

bwe burst but

front half is finished in
back hali fading into Midnight Blue:
Graphics are classy but bold. All the
usual bosses are slotted, with mounts for
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rack, mudguards and two bettles. Cable
lines are particularly smooth, and there’s
an extremely neat guice unit at the top of
the seat tube for the rear brake cable,

The groupset
Kona have mixed their componentry to
obtain benefit  from  bath
weight saving and practical function

In practice, they have sacrificed
some  functional resduce
weight and price. We have, 1o clate, been
o impressed with the new generation
Shimano hrakes that we are starting to
guestion the use of Dia Compe 3975 The
Dia Compe is a super-light brake system
and we love the dinky 557 levers, simple
to set up and adjust, and the Explasif has
even specced Kool Stop blocks, Howey-
er, the minimalist construction of the
cantilever arms and the fact that they fit
further away from the frame means the
braking function is spongier than other
hrakes armd more care is needed to set
them up

Kona have wused the new Sugino
Mighty crankset. It weighs less than XTH
bt isn't quite as smooth under pressured
front gear changes. Although a 24 s
specced, the Explosiyhad 26/36/46 rings,
marketed as Super Shifter Pro with
shaped ramps on the middle ring for
assistance  in . small 1o middle ring
chanpes. They work well, but not as well
as XTR

The rear mech is XTR, with eight-
speed  cassetle and  XT thumbshifters
rather than Rapidiire Plus, The thumb-
shifters are for a seven-speed systerm bul
work perfectly on the eight, again no
quite as smooth as full XTR but as reli-
The front

Maximur

benefits o

able as any thumbshifters.
mech is Deore XT

The wheels

The 32-spoke Mavic MZ23D rims are
some of the best all-rounders and not too
costly, Laced wia 32-spokes to an XTR
rear hub and XT front, they make a strong
and light wheel set. The back wheel was
built with double butted spokes,

Tyres fitted on the test bike were
standard Kona Propuision and Eoueililr-
um, The spec sheet states Kona A Dnve
and 8 Drive, lighter Kevlar beaded tyres
with an open and grippy tread pattern,
which we haven't tried yeL.

The other bits

The saddle and seatpin looked better
than they worked. The Flite-style sacdie
scored no points for comfort, and the
seatpin had o be avertightened to stop il
readjusting over bumps.

Kona low profile pedals were fitted,
but the new Joes Clips weren't available.
The pilat control area was well set up,
with a fairly long Kona Velocity stem,
lightweizht bars, and comfortable Kona
Kace Lite hex grips.

The Suging Mighty crankset weighs less
than XTR, but shifting isn’t as smooth.

Details lilke this neat quide unit fior the rear
brake add to the appeal of the Exlosif

The ride

We wene all impressed. Brant thought it
was the best non-suspension production
bike he'd ever ridden. Kona have always
had the knack of producing bikes that
just fieel right to hammer along on. A ot
of bikes will be fight in "%3, but we doubt
that many will weigh sub 24lh, cost sub
£950, and still feel as robust and stable
as the Explosif

On climbs and descents, it just seems
ta fly. The steering is superh, shock
alsarption is excellent for a rigid bike
and, on technical single track, it has the
precise handling characteristics associat
ed with the best race machines.

The mix of componentry works well
together and, though we had reservations
about the brakes, our negative comments
are only relevant because of the excel-
lence of the nesw Shimano ones.

Al £945, or £1,065 with suspen-
sion, we would consicler the Explosif
excellent value for money.

KONA EXPLOSIF

Superb frama; Ultralight =
thoughttul companen! cholce

Saddle




