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AL-MEGA E900

A little less flash for a lot less cash

ars is @ funny company.
famous for producing quality
footwear used by motorized athletes with
¢ Roger DeCoster, Kevin

ntz and Bob Hannah, Alpinestars
broke into the world of mountain bikes
three years ago intent on doing things
differently. In an industry more defincd
by me-too look-a-likes than sparks of
individualism, Alpinestars immediately
made a name for itself with its striking,
t unorthodox, bike designs.
s the radical T-24, which was a
sion of the famous Trimble
bike that catered to smaller
. The company went through a
handful of wild suspension bike designs.
none of which ever made it 1o the show-
ve statement in

. there were the
e design
5

which made up\lu bolk of fs lineup.

Like a fancy and rare tropical fish
swiniming in an aquarium full uf run-of-
the-mill goldfish, the Alpi
sto0d out among all he rest.

u.mmnmm,, they were swimming
against the tide.
QUESTION O7
FLASH & CASH?
We have tested the Alpinest
Mega before (MBA, June '92).
the bike’s looks, and we liked the bike's
ride. Why bother with another test, you
ask? Well, for the most pant because the
folks at Alpinestars went and changed the
. Was it changed just for the sake of
change? That's what we wanted to find
out. Besides no longer running the bent

1
complete or frameset form, We were a bit
shocked to hear that the price of the East-
50 FavGrumitabed Hike wis caly 3750
Sure,

looking for a new frame afier a few sea-
sons on the old mount.
QUESTION TWO: WHAT
ARE THEY OFFERING?
Alpioedtes ialis the AL:Mega frame
in 13-, 17-, 19- and 20.5-inch siz

i action: Due

was not Ai-Mega h:
stiff ride, Luckt'y. it was only so stiff as to make it a predictable handlor through the

rough. Alpinestars is now making the framesat available for only.

Frane welgh for e/ 15 ach misde i3
4 1b. 3 oz. Our complete
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26 1b. 11 oz, With the tape measure in

b Alplnestars read ay follow
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$750.
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“The reason for the \muh in mu
tube shapes? Alpinestars designer
Monibert “Mooney” Gaba says mu mund
2 20%-25% increase in frame stiffne:
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A.Iplﬂesmm Gkl
10 take a coupie of
steps back in the
fashion department
and do away with
its novel bent seat

Al-Mega rot
its sense of
Individualism with
its overstzed and.
polishad Easton
ProGram tubing.

was basically a switch to what works het-
ter than just looking for trickness,” he

acdds.
QUESTION THREE: WHAT IS
PROGRAM T! b8
Alpinestars relies tof
Gran VariLite tbes to construct the Al-
Mega. Unlike some Taiwan-made steel
bikes that tout & certain type of nanie-

brand but then only use it in’ the
front triangle, you can rest assured that the
ProGram tubes are used throughout.
Easton got - big jump on other aluminum
hike builders when it first introduced the
ProGran tubes back in ™ ke most
other alumi at the time which
relied on straight-gauge tubing, the Easton
ks used raperwall construction that

mimicked the butting used on steel wbes,
Though mast of their competition has
found witys 1o buit theic tobes by now.
Easton was the first and their wbing is

U
No doubt the Al-Mega lives up to its
name with its-elevated chainstays and



10 the mud?: Faw bikes are as
sucoosstut at maintaining good rear wheel

idea for maintaining the frame’s integrity at
the much-worked-aver location.

massive ProGram tubing. The rear end is
made up from one-inch tabes. the down
tube is 1.5 inches in diameter and the 1op
and seal tubes measure oot at 1-3/8 inch-
es. -Among the big tabes, multiple trian-
gles and vrind of welded surfaces, the
Alpinestars is meant 1o last. It's built
tough.

Though the bike shares the sweet pol-
ished aluminum finish. the well-thought-
out down tube reinforcing gusset wid the
big, meaty welds from the eurlier mod-
els, there are some subtle changes that
anght our eye. We liked the newly
anodized purple cable guides—cute. This
wear all three cables are run along the top.
tube (last year only the rear brake and
derailleur did). The replaceable chromoly
rear derailleuc hanger uses a double-
sided mount for increased strength,

For some reason, Alpinestars has al-
's had a penchant for creating its own.
uniquely sized parts and aceessories
Original Al-Megas were designed 10 us¢
a specially designed water “bottle and
cage that fit between the seat wbes.
Why? Just 1o be different. It was a clear
example of when being different just
wasn't a 2ood enaugh reison to do some-
thing. Eventually they returned 1o a uni-

A pricey chi-chi: Aot tiaor only gratuitous
nod t weight savings on our test bike
was the Autiga carbon fiber stanchion
tubos used on the Manitou forks. The bike

was set up as a team replica, which in-
cluded the Pulstar hubs. The bike
weighed 26 Ib. 11 0z.




componenis: a Manitou I1 fork that used

ALPINESTARS i iion oer sanchion ubes,

straight-pull Pulstar Hubs, Flip-Off

Iditional  skewers. Mavic 231 rims, SunTour XC-

i Pro gruppo, Onza bar ends, Alpinestars

titanium handlebars, Grafton Speed Con-

troller brakes and levers. ATI grips and a

mm o a more  Topline era

hat means that QUE

versal-sized water jug. After 4
criticism for further compl

WHAT DID

ce b3
you can interchange the bars and stem V2 THIN!
with any other accessory item. Kudos, The one thing we couldn’t see that was

ION FIVE: WHAT DID THE  done differently was that the v\.ﬂi thick-
M PARTS CONSIST OF? ness of the front [rlﬂ le was d down

Srarting up front, the Al-Mega was  a bit aver last year's. Mooney says that
duLuI out with all the latest and frickest they are slowly moving away. from the

WE DISCOVERED
THE MISSING LINK.

o nod: Besides the reinforced down
!ube, the Al-Mega attempts to be even
ore durable and rider-friendly with their
| n:placeabre chromoly dergilleur hanger.
| The darkened spot on the seat stay is a
| siight weight-saving idea.

| previous overbuilt design and taking off

| somie weight at the same time. Overall, he
almost a half-pound of weight

I.Aknu off the bike over last year.

| Out in the field the Al-Mega felt |i

| and mancuverable, no doubt mped h)

wi

ride was stiff, but not to the point of
tling your fillings. Test riders thot

s e 3
sumclhmg at many other elevated-
chainstay hnkcv forgol was the reason for

u;.'ll panache and ol
I apart, a feast v
. however, the Al-
at the top ur our

s a lot of frame
at that, for the price. 1
tubes are currently the hottest thing

i the Al-Mega frame is
definitely a good place to start.




