Like a wolf in
sheep’s clothing
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SPECIALIZED
S-WORKS CARBON
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SPECIALIZED

frameset only, and for, we might add, a
very reasonable-sounding price of $1300.
‘That's the same price that plenty of steel
frames still sell for. Despite the compar-
able price, the carbon fiber isn’t automat-
ically a better buy by itself, but it does
provide an interesting alternative. The
bike enjoys a superb overall
10 the bonded construction. Though the
lugs themselves are welded together, the
carbon tubes are glued and baked in piace.
THE HAVES & HAVE-NOTS
For anyone out there who has been pe-
rusing the Specialized catalog and has
never found a carbon fiber suspension
ke, it's because it doesn't exist yet. We
had been talking to Specialized about get-
ting a carbon bike for a while, and when
one finlly became availabe, they decid-
e 10 moun thei nest 193 FuueShock
suspension fork o
osght. This was & fmt um: wuplmg of
w the
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thing else on our 19-inch test bike mea-

PR e
much to speak of ialized’s Car-
T idescunt purie i
oty o e T kP R ot
right angle; otherwise it looks like a

rather duil mountain bike. Only when you

mounts on the rear dropouts of a high-
tech carbon fiber mountain bike. Oh sure,
we all know that a major
bikes are never ridden off-road, but why

bike are tantamount to curb feelers on a
Lamborghini Countach!

were also left 1o wonder about the
front-derailleur cable routing. The place-
ments of the head tube and bottom brack-
et cable guides route the cable diagonally
across the downtube, actually putting the
cable in contact with the downtube sur-
face midway along its route. If the head
tube cable guide was mounted in a lower
position, th probem would be olved
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When he old mers fir lly retumed to
the office, they found a carbon fiber Spe-
cialized that looked nothing like the bike

percent of the frame. The

ine.

Light and agle, the bike does't suffer

from any uni flex.

sured in at the traditional numbers: 23
Inc-ong tp wbe, 11,75 ncall bosionm
9-inch'long chainstays ad 2
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rear-wheel clearance thanks
ficently molded carbon fiber
tays. The Carbon bike truly c:
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SPECIALIZED

Trek 8700 (MBA, April *91), and said they
muchprefred the Spciled' sifres
Specialized FutureShock now fea-
wes & S-elick adjuster o ate the
fork’s lockout. Without a doubt, these
were some of the most effective adjusters
of any fork we have ridden, save for Can-
nondale’s Delta-V fork. From the softest
posiion o the imest, thers s 8ot
able difference in how the fork a
ihe bumpa. Every Rock Shox owner who
tode the Carbon immediately wished his
golden suspenders offered such a distinct
range of adjustability. Though the lockout
indicator graphics on top of the forks
were rather unsightly. they were casy to
read and allowed the rider o adjust the
forks without squining
One of the virtues of carbon fiber
framesis ther abilty to dampen road
the addition of the suspen-
<ion fork, the damping contributions o

T 18 o Spociaisd s
come a long way in the developmentof its

frame tubes, at least in the front triangle

i

foct on the damping qualy, Since the
frame was designed around a rgid fork,
ihe Carbon's angies are Sighty more re-
laxed than intended.

While Specialized opted for a unique, a
beit austere, visual character for the bike
i lke wrapping o e releno burito n
a hot dog bun! Why hide the good swff?
We want to know what we have! Since
e fames are all made in-house, we fig-
ure the awkward cable routing should be

an easy fix, just off the rear
epeltsshould be. I they pan to market
the bike with suspension in the future, it
would alao ke gtod o ke o frame

with geometry (o accommodate the
mm Jngt ofa ispensonfork

As for the complete . Specia

izedwilbe making v e et
ent S-Works parts kits to accompany the
frame (Shimano XTR, SunTour XC.Pro,
Shimano LX),

Understated or ot the S-Works Carbon
is a wonderful exampl of high-tech off-
road componentry. Even though the most
interesting part of the bike is well masked,

in the end, who clse really needs to know
ow good the bike s but the rider?




