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® The Rocky Mountain bays have an ad
Iot of bicycle companies
hey are located off the
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Rocky Mount
it. The $1575 R
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without concern for the fashion seene in
Frisco or

Frame: The lft'M test crr.\\ might
full season w

wrers Kona and Rocky Mountain are
showing models made out of the uniquely
shaped Japanese chromoly tubes
“oncept tubing is specially drawn to
where it's needed

xplosif and Rocky Moun-
tain Blizzard may both come from Cana-

Wisp "o wind: There.

dian companies and use Tange Prestige
Concept tubing, but apart from that they
are completely different. Rocky Moun-
aiuk Lax bedn thé radicaly
sloj tube, and the Blizzard does
Sothing te. Oiagi thet rep. The slopi
1op wbe intérsects a custom-formed se:
collar that rises 3.5 inches above the top
tabe. Thanks 10 extra reinforcing s

Rocky Mmmuin Bw Canadian bicy-
& companies may be the fast bastion f
he wo—m-.m. da-.z-an.
frame Blizzard is
bt o st o Wotime with lts sturdy con-
struction and attention to dotail,

Miyata miles: With H-Bail's design influ-
ence, Miyata's production facilities, Rock
Shox Mag 20s and a year of race testing,
the carbon fiber Elevation 7000 was very

cncnduu seat collar allows for mmimum
standover clearance without flexing the
seatpost,

The rear of the Blizzard features a
wishbone seat stay with a stout monos
Joiming two tapered seat stays together.

Rocky Mountain selected the Tange
Strut forks because of their incredible ri-
, mud clearance and unique looks.
Very beefy.

Tioxy-or feathory dssign features on

a wortd by s
pgnsﬁon ror«s. e ank tansor 4o il

Rocky Mountain. A special
collar supports & stout and mu finished
wishbane rear ond. Yes, Virginia, that is a
rmaarmnunl on the end of the wish-
Very sano.
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If they affer
something diferent and l.rmquo from run-
icrown

of-the-mill uni forks. Tange Struts
id alternative. They are bullet-
proof, rigid, fiex-free and strong.

and a joy 1o

ride. -

Drivetrai
signed frame
tively conservative
tive in mountain hiking can mean excel-
lent performance because it ¢
win.u bang push-push, twist
ur systems. The Blizza
i nohassle Shimano Deore XT
ihumh\lnlkh—lhp good stuff, The only
ariations from the known quin

i Rnlr‘huluj and the ln[! puu front
derailleur (to eliminate the need for a
roller).

le routing is a litde on the st

runs two cables on the left-
the top tube and onc cable on the right
s avoid putting cables
on the left side of the top wbe because
riders tend to lean against the
de when resting. The cables can
pinch the rider’s leg or leave grease
marks on his pants. We can't endorse the
cable routing, but do like the sp:
twbing that directs both the front and rear
brake cables on their assigned paths.
‘ompenents: Rocky Mountain select-
ed components for the Blizzard fron
of aftermarkel companies. The
d seatpost are from Ritchey, while
aluminum stem and bars are from
nother Canadian company).
If you were expecting run-of-the-mill
you would be

vron,
hard-anodized, black-coated
15 rims built up with 32 DT spokes by




MO UNTAI

FOLDS UP QUICKLY FOR TRAIL RIDING,
ADIUSTABLE TO ANY VIEWING ANGLE.
MAGUNTS 1M MINUTES. WRENCH INCLUDED,
WIDE FIELD OF VIEW IN CONVEX MIRROR.

sk for a Mirrycle at your Bike Shop.

CLECORFOUATION 4101 BEN LACE NOULDIL.

WORKHORSES

Wheeltech. If Rocky Mmm(.:m dropped
color, whicl
ng thanks 1o the
for natural silver rims w
ecstatic about the wheel ch

Brakes are Shimano Deore XT low-
profile cantilevers controlled by Shim
SLR wwo-finger brake levers. The rigidity
of the Strut fork and wishbone rear end
results in positive brake input. Once you
wear the coatings
Blizzard has incredibly good pucker pow-
e

Rocky Mountain private-labels their
own saddle from Velo, and our test bike
came with an effective shoulder holder

al allows the rider to portage
by setting the snout of the s
on top of the shoulder. Very tric]

would be

Ground Zera” consuc:
tion. This is a bike that can stand the
gors of off-raad biking year in and year
out, It offers a unique look, especially
with its two-tone k-and-white paint
scheme, that few production bikes on this
side of the border can copy. From its

sloping top tube o its wishbone seat stays
10 its reinforced seat collar to its Strut
forks, there is no danger of anyone call-

ing the Blizzard a clone-mobile.

The days of the carbon-copy 71/73
head/seat tube angles certainly aren’t
behind us, but more and more buildes
king the front out for more stabili-
ty and comfort e Blizzard is on this
Cutting edge W d
angle and 73-d
y. “What's a \ml a degree
a big deal at the
designer hasn’t put his brain on remote
control, A -oree in the head
can give a rigid bike like the Blizz.
more comfortable ride, especially as the
speeds increase or the horizon turns from
horizontal 1o
The Blizzard is a bike that needs to be
ridden hard to get the most ont of it. It's a
shade stout for casual trailing or plugging
be ha n|mcrvd and it

it is pushed to warp speed. Tlml :hg bone
jarring ride becomes plush and nimble.
The half-degree of head angle would be
helped immensely by a half-inch more top
tube length. This is a stable bike at speed,
but made a little nervous in the rough and
technical sections by 1 long stem, short
top twbe and brawny strength. e




