ational Champion
contract with the
op their complete
line of off-road bicycles. Murray, w

It repu-
on as a practical and homespun e
cer whose bikes aren’t carbon copy,
clone nachi
In no way could you look at the 1650
Kona Explosif Pro and not 1
experienced hand of Joe M
clm,

Frame: Tange borrowed the boutique
tubeset idea from Columbus for the
Tange Prestige Concept nm
designing the d d s
cach whe to fit its task, T
tubing swell
end in |h1

ay at the

o gy, e b
ing from Tange in Japan to build the Ex-
plosif in Taiwan so that it can be sokd in
the U.S.A. Very global.

Thanks 1o superb twbing. very good
welding and clean design. the Kona Ex-
plosis mildly sloping top twbe design of
fers both sturdy construction

hi. Even with the Joe Murray Fu
front fork, the Kona }-xpluul
the scales right at the 27-pound mark.
The FutureShack furk is an clastopoly-
mer bumper fork that borrows tec
from post-war (that’s WWID Harley-
Davidsons. Known as a spr
bumpers are mounted
vated by g

we had a few problems
XC-Pro driv
Drive crankset. Wh

SunTour Micro-
1 we tricd to use the
cross the full rear cluster,

e rear derailleur would rock
back until the chain loo like it was

a5 wils

The solution? Shorten the

by two lmh We shouldn't have 0
hou,

th cross-gear-
up was the best
SunTour shifting we have encountered
since the good old days. The top-mount
thumbshifiers have a rather long throw 1o
i ble

CT 10 re-grease In\ bottom bracket,
edals with a squirt
| grease gun. Grease Guard
for people who don't work on

s a ply
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Kona Explosil Pro: Tha Joa Murray-designed

frame is available with rigid chromoly

forks or one-inch-travel FutureShocks. Kona uses
and of

Tange Concept tubing, SunTour XC-
y

Boft-ons: Jae Murray must have a m»
sian to

it saimot coer i o P o
and the rear brake cable guide is a clomp-
on. Adding to the bolt-on theme, the Kona
Explasit Pra comes with a brake boostar.

their bikes at regular intervals, but adds
e

enough 1o 1

he
from the
rings instead of the standard-issue 46/36/26
sprockets. The small chainrings are mated
1o a close-ratio rear cluster with an | 1-
woth small cog and 26-tooth big co
result is the same overall gearing fis

and Cdmm went 1o Micro-Drive

gy because it allowed them 1o 1
bikes with

e advantage for Campy
& big improvement in
shifting (something that only
mastered with the standard-i
ind rear clusier setup).

n the rubber department on the
Explosif. The front 2.2 Equilibrium is &

SunTour XC-Pro cantilev
brake came stock with a brake booster
pli e brakes, but have al-
ways been mysified by SunTour's rubber-
covered b: The brake cables
ywards the rear of
0 have 1o fum forward to
rc around the head tube or 1o

the frant fork. Additionally weird was the
Velocity stem. which is a clean double-
pinclh it that s cquipped with o cable
c; ird




WORKHORSES

need cable guides on the stem because the
FutureShock fork has cable guides on it
An Avocet Racing | saddle is mounted
| w0 an aluminum Joe Murray O-beam seal-
t. We had 1 clamp the saddle into the
O-beam as tight as possible t keep the sad-
c ilting upwats on long rides.
1 Any bik
ed by furray bristles with in-
5 To fve-snind-of:
e c ok s
3 Kit. \m o
age allows yoi to
i fann
3 uely. the cage

‘ Joe's Clips—tat's the product's actual

50,000
tltamum

bike bolts,
and each onehe

lat of ]nnplu Joe's | \1|7\ e dnibie
rea tO S I woe \‘lmp\ plisic toc box and the siruc-
y p ed on u]imlu_“hc SuliTum-X(.'-l’mJmhl\.
Only from SRP, the world's largest B e T e e
manufaclurer of mamum bike hardware. (gt Tcrence foa dnb.
- .
dxy

name—could
I'lm\(hnml» ul’ ‘4. P

but it shows concem.
Obviously. Joe didn’t want the Tai-

¢ that the 71/

sponsive, quick-
nced. The Futu
Shock fork didn’t have a lot of travel, but
it 100k the edge off of trail ripple

"GRIP" HITCH CARRIER  "GET A GRIP" BE SECURE!

BUILT BY MOUNTAIN BIKERS FOR MOUNTAIN BIKERS

NO STRAPS, FAST! V (— Hur cable rubbed on m:m‘. nut
OPEN YOUR TRUNK LID ; B | of the bumper system (occasionally snag-

FITS RECIEVERS: X ’ i

11/4" AND 2 - ‘

well mmm mn major
situ; mm _Our only ¢
h

The FutureShock’s fork offset, which is
light sieering.

MADE'IN USA
US PATENT

amount of wag on climbs and fast de-
scents. The combination of minimal fork

long stem results in a feathery
feel that has pluses ond minuses. o

723 LAGUNA CNYN, RD., LAGUNA BCH., CA
92651-1838 714, 497-5451




