


o You don't have to be around mauntain
biking for very long before you meet
someone who claims to have inyenied the
mountain bike. The world is full of them,
but if you chance 1o run into
named Joe Breeze—listen to him.

recie is the founding father of the

ss

" Eror
mountain bike he has been on the leading
edge of the off-road movement. The
$1300 Breezer Thunder is o perfect
example of the care that a
bringing up his ¢ n
rame: Unlike the higher-priced
Breezer Lightning (S1700). which uses
Tange's ultra-thin-walled and lightweight
Ritchey Logic Prestige wbing, Joe Breeze
sslscted Bllchiey Tagic Super tuing for

-buih Richey 1 ogic Prestige is that
tchey-designed tbing uses
apcuml short butts to shave
be. The shorter butts ar: designed

are p:mm with the quick and efficie:
application of heat (requiring fess

absorh the heat), The short butts and thin
wibe walls produce a frame that is not on-
Iy light but lively. Okay, what
Ritchey Logic P

lat. Instead of the special
heat-treated Prestige tubes the e

stouter, but with the same basic wmh}l!'
ration as the high-tech tubing.

Joc Breeze's goal with the T
was 10 build a bike with greater dural
ty. longevity and versatility than possible
with the lighter and more temperamental
tubes used in the Lightning—and just so
you don't think that the Thunder is 4 pig,
ittips the scales at 26.5 pounds.

A Breeze frame is so simple that it's

nder

beautiful—no frills, buzzers or bells, just
the proper use of chromoly steel and TIG
welding. Exceptionally clean and crisp

beads highl
years of experience guide his hand on
putting the frame together. The cable
guides are brazed on as far forware
possible 10 lessen cable housing and
s, 50 far forward that U
blc guides are actually
brazed to the head tube. Tange Prestige
Bi-Conical scat stays are mated 1o a

~ Loader of the pack: When it came to

hat-oiem bl ki, serious L\(lmumg
‘covering ground at speed,

S kite Thataor e ahegrs b e front

of the pack.

hat guarantees 4 minimal
amount of brake flex. Breeze even uses
the shortest dropouts passible so that the
lightweight tubes do more of the work
the heavier dropout tabs. The seat
tube is ovalized at the bottom 1o reduce
pedaling flex, while the seat tube is
bulge-butted at the top to provide more
or the seatp
The front fork is a Ritche:
with Force Directional
27mm x16mm fork bl
and resilient fork.
Drivetrain: Powering the Breezer
Thunder is a complete Shimano Deore

ppo
le. Most off-road ndu\ are lulm\u!

Brooze Thunder: Off-road pionser Joa
Breeze uses a combination of crisp engi-
neering, lightweight companents and
rs of experience to produce a superb-
Dandiing biko. The Thunder retat far
1

2 Forward march: Cable guides on the
Breezer Thunder are mounted so far for-
ward that thoy are brazed to the head
tube. Shorter cable housings and fess
heat domago are the benefits.

extra: Whon you buy a Breazer you
get a Hite-Rite seat adjuster thrown in
ih the gl The Hite-Fit allows you to
drop your saddlle height for descents and
‘have it return automatically when you hit
the farts.

from the higher-priced XTR trig-
er grabs

spinof
siem. The Bree

&
with RapidFire, the und b
push shift system, but R«pnshu Plus is &




/GIVE D. GED FORK
jj:\ PISTONS AND SEALS

Protect your expensive shock system from damage caused by dirl,
dust and debris. NEW ATI SHOCK BOOTS are feather waight and
made from Newtron™ material farmulated 1o our own specifications for
longer life and durability.

Easlly installed, ATI SHOCK BOOTS are designed to fit most
popular shock systems.

Protect your investment and BOOT UP against

damaged

Ask your dealer for ATI SHOCK BOOTS....

3300 Kashiwa Street, Torrance, CA 90505

fork pistons and seals
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n standard-issue

er th

ing and much b
push-push,
Armed with 46/36724 chainrings, the
175mm eranks turn out a usable spread
of power for strong riders with its 12-2§
rear cluster. We weren't surprised to
find that Joe Breeze routed both derail-
leur cables under the bottom bracket. It's
w0 seeret that most contemporary
designers go for top-driven cables
(across the top tube), but if d
father wants to hold onto underthe-Bb
routing we will let it slide. s not crimi-
nal, just dirtier.

Components: Joe Breeze docs things
the sano way. The Breeser stem has an

like his NorC
slips a spacer i
the races and locknut to allow the buyer
of the Thunder to upgrade from the short-
stack Ritchey dset to any talk
stuck-height afierniarket bearing
a little touch, but one that shows concern
for the customer

The rims are dark-colored Ritchey
antage Experts (come on, Joc. get rid of
the dark-colored rims) mounted with
P Smoke tires and Wheel-

cer 2.2

h 14-gauge spokes.,

Tos sl Bedy Tt Ritchey for
any parts that he didn’t build himself, and
Tom is responsible for the tubeset, fork,
rims. and seatpost. The saddle
cet Racing |.

The Breezer Thunder comes stock with
a Hite addle adjuster.

Interesting features: What's most i
esting about the Breezer Thunder is
it harkens back 1o the good old days
without losing sig dvances of
modern technolog ds trigge
style shifting with long 17.25-inch chain-
stays. The Thunder combines short-bu
chromoly whing with a paint scheme
ing buck to the. 19405, The brake cables
are guided through a bolt-on rear brake
hanger reminiscent of the *70s, but the
sble s pulling lov-profile Shimano
fton-style cantile

s an Avo-

ments: OF all mc bikes the MBA
the Breezer

ts rode this issu

tral, respon-

throw
ogize s reancss 1 h s
Even with the lon
| have scen in years, the Breores <til
climbs like a Sherpa. The 71-degre
angle -degree seat work well wi
the lo ch top tube. Racers woul
prefer's:slighily Towicr dtcm tha the
slightly upright model on the Thunder,
but for gencral all-around trail riding the
Breczer is about us perfect a5 you can get
in this decade. o




