





going way over the top in
torms of extra weight.

Il the thegry is simpla, the
realisation of it has proved
complex, with the Special
Products Division at Ralaigh
spending much time and
money T exploting the Ebest in
adhesive technology o hokd
the frama fogather under the
prassurzs of off-road nding.

On remaying the
Endeavour from its Dox | was
struck by its weight - our test
model tipped the scalka at an
aunce or wo over 291, In hes
price range the Endeavour is
competing with many 1op-end
lightweights and that is st oo
haay, but Ralsigh are working
on 1hes.

Tha race team has always
proved an invaluable lesting
ground for Ralesgh and having
recantly examined Caraling
Alexanders bike - a kater modsl

a trimming off of significant
arnounts of weight is on ils way.

The bike has & beautiful
deep purple and mansan finish
which reflects every it of its
casl: Cleser Inspection soon
reveals a machine geared o
high performance. A forward
mounied O/F seat binder, ne
carrigr eyalets. The half
chainstay bridge ol some
Dyna-Techs, which acts as a
mucguard rest, has here boen
omitied. & Girvin Flexsterm &nd
Campagnolo  aw cushion
saddle (pump supplied)
axtravaganily finish off a bike
aimed 8 some sarous ofi-noad
competicn.

Thee top tube is nol Hoo kong
at 21.5" and, combined with
head and seal angles of 71
degrees, the riding position s
not as stretched out a8 soma,
bt you do fesd very balanced
and shifts in bodywaight are
easy, especiaiy off the Dack.

The chainstays measwe in
at 168" and In a fayout utlising
wishbone sealstays and back
and ig nice and flex fres for
good chmieng performancs

The groupsel ig
Campagnalo Centaur with
Bullet Grip Shifters which loos
the business and cut down
imprassively on the mass of
spaghatt. hanging off the front
of the bike. Bul lefl me with
SEMioUs MHsgivings about he
perfarmance:.

Adlhough the chain moved
smoothly encugh across 1he
rings both front and rear § was
the difficult to achieve tha
change at the handlabar
maunted Twist Grip; Under
heavy riding condilions the
amount of work neaded o
change gear was alarming and
on & couple of occasions both
hands were required o change

up at the front {don't ry that
ane &l hame). Despite & g 1o
my local mechanic where we
cleaned, lubed and waakad
the whole system, improvemean
was onfy marginal. This is the
lasl thing you need whan
racing as all your energy and
concantration should be aimed
At propeliing the bike forward

When the mud starled
flyimg and the whoh groupso
was drenched malters
detariorated further and a
couple of hard training rides
ware sadly interruptad by tho
prablams

Elsawhara in the groupset
thie brakes provided excetlant
siopping, and look very smart
a5 beth levar and block emds,
All cabling is neat, siofed and
direct enough to give quick
response

Mg you would axpect from
a Raynolds steel-framed bike
which has naot lost its strengih
due 1o heat procasses the ride
is planty stiff and the trade-off
against the weight is the
impression of stability and
durability thak the frame impans
when ridden. The massivaly
oversized aluminium fugs
create joint areas o large hat
the siress al the front end is
spread wide and therefore less
damagmg

Combined with the
Feaxstem, which nicely ofizets
the harshness of the ride, you
gat the impression of a bike
which will handle arylhing and
after only a few minutas
farmiliarisation | felt confident
and sale al high speed
thrashing

The straight blade lapered
forks are slrong, gaang instant
and accurala Stearing
response. In conjunclion with
Trail and Mud Dawg tyres on
Campag's excallent 32 hole
Thaer rims the bike has a nica
balance between drive and
grige. It will fly over the ground
while rataining good
manoeuvradlity
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