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PACE
C-100

The town of Yorkshire
makes more than

just good pudding

4

It should come as no surprise to any-

one that Europe has finally produced
a well-crafted, high-performance mountain
bike. With their long tradition of competi-
tive cycling and legendary status as frame
builders, the Europeans (commonly thought
to include the French, English, Germans,
ltalians, Duich and Spanish) have always
had it in them to figure out the phenome-
non of mountain biking. All that was re-
quired was for them to learn to transcend

<« Take it out and play: The Pace RC-100
was & good all-around bike. Faster riders
liwed the frame's stiff feel and consistent
handling over bumpy terrain. The Magura
brakes were conslistent stoppers, though
some wanted lighter modulation.







PACE RC-100

their road background for the calling of off-
road cycling. Though everyone thought it
woutld be the Italians who would be celebrat-
ed as the first to do it right in the dirt, it is
in fact the British who get the nod. We've
been aware of Pace mountain bikes for
about two years. At last vear's bike show in
Milan, ltaly, we ran into the chaps who ran
Pace and we asked for a test bike. Ome vear
later, a U.S. Customs officer called the MBA
offices to tell us that a big package had ar-
rived from England. It was about time.

Once we ripped into the box, evervthing
we had seen and heard about the Pace
mouniain bike was proven correct—the Pace
RC-100 was a very trick bicycle. It looked
like nothing we had ever tested before. Sud-
denly Tim Gould was not the only of f-road
weapon that Britain had to offer, The wreck-
ing crew was poised to take on the finest
mountain bike that Maggie Thatcher, Ar-
thur Scargill, Lady Di and the team of Dun-
can MacDonald and Adrian Carter could
provide,

TAKING A EUROPEAN VACATION

The Pace RC-100 gets immediate stares at
the square tubing that makes up the frame.
Pace designed the frame themselves using
a CAD system, and with custom-drawn T000-
series aluminum they have achieved what
they feel are the optimum shapes and wall
thicknesses to withstand the punishment of
racing. The front triangle uses both square
and rectangular tubing, and to help reduce
weight the main tubes (front triangle) have
been externally butted while the rear has the
butting extruded in. Pace says that since the
tube is flat-faced, they can position the butt
differentially on each face of the same rube
to cope with particular requirements in
terms of load and resilience. To further ex-
plain their choice of tubing, Adrian Carter
poinis to “*a design maxim that says that for
tubes of equal weights and dinmeters, a
sguare tube is 30 percent stiffer if the load
is presented perpendicular to the faces. So
we have designed a tube which is of a sec-
tion and wall thickness [the wall thickness
is different on the side faces to the top) equal
inweight to a round tube, but both stronger
and stiffer'"

Pace sent us a 19-inch test bike (measures
s an effective 20-inch frame) that had a
steep set of angles: 72-degree head and 74-
degree seat. A 12-inch bottom bracket was
mated to a 16.25-inch chainstay with a 23.5-
inch top tube and a 42.25-inch wheelbase.
The bike weighed in at 27 pounds, Crafis-
manship is first-rate and, except for the mid-
mounted top tube cable guide, everything
about the frame was well designed. An off-
set rear triangle design is used 1o attain a bet-
ter chain line, and there is a grease fitting
at both the bottom bracket and the head
tube,

AS NOVEL AS THE SEX PISTOLS

Undoubtedly one of the trickest ideas
found an the Pace is the non-adjustable
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A trek through the moors: Built for the English racing scene, the Pace would be com- '

petitive anywhere. It's a well designed, sturdy mountain bike that enjoys many unique
features not found on bikes in America.

— - British novelty: The Pace RC-100 sats /-
They drive on the wrong side of the road, salf apart from most other bikes In many

too: The chaps from Yorkshire decided ways: externally butted square and rec- :
to mount the Magura hydraulic brakes on tangular alloy tubes, and a trick steering

the backside of the Reynolds 531 chro- system that requires no headset locknut. |
maoly forks for better braking power. The The stem and steerer tube are one plece | |
forks were stiff and provided secure and any adjustment Is made by loosen-

steering through the rough stuff. ing the fork crown. i
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SPECIFICATIONS COMPOMENTE FRAME

Frant demilieur: Carm- Tubing: 7000 sones
Wodal: HC-100. pagnie Cartaur luminLm
Manutacturer: Pace De Rear deralileur: Compag- Head angle: 72
aign: The D Blacksmith's Thalg Ceentaur Seat angle: T4
Top tubse length: 235"

Workshop, Danholme Rd.,

Loaming, Csnhope, West Chainstwy length: 1005

Birmpe-one: Two waisr b

Workshina, Us. BOPE GNP,
@ mcxanis

DA ALTRE
%."m 8%, 207 NOTE: The MOLINTRIN BiKE
ACTRON ot crmw ridies iftg

Waight: 7 b

Finishes pvnilable: Gray ”mmmm

Suggested retall price: gyt

52500 (US| oraperTy and with meapect for
T Sracironmeni. Mo seiiclar.

MRET O eTRiDTmETTaly Bei-

TOP MECHANISM
& PERFORMANCE

LU-901 LIGHT ""‘:""" ':"’"’ o, Wl LU-903 NEEDLE [ oo

s r— Nede Beoing

| — Beiing rﬂhrr:i'l-"-u' g

Waolerprmo!

m The Worlds Leqdlng Pedal Mc:ker

~ Wellgo Pedals l'.'0l'|l

No. 3 Kung 7ih Rd., Youth Ind. Park, Tachia 43713, Taichung Hsien Tc:lwc:n ROC
Tk 886468169915 ok 886.46-816988
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headset. The RC-100"s one-piece stem and
steerer is kept in place by the pinch bolts on
the fork crown. The stem can still be lowerad
and raised (Pace makes available different-
length steerers), but it’s done by loosening

NO BULL ST. EERING

the crown and adjusting via a small nut lo- Dialed .. . that's how Stwarnoma ™ Flashars ™ (5 5

e oniginal et Sholgun Ban™ (D
cated qnd:muth the t:crk crown. It Isaunds steering's gotta be, and g, 188 g U bgh stngt
complicated, but the intention behind the Syncros dalivers Lighwasigh e macve heet ranied
design is to rid the bike of headset play, ol Y8 Srongi e sipel.

make it adjustable in the field (using tools
that would usually be carried: Smm Allen
key and a 10mm wrench) and lighter than
the standard system.

Each Syncros steering
component is enginesrad
to give you unparalleled
ground feel and fingertip
response. The parfect
blend of materials and
design to lighten your

bike and improve Heal troai o 15 afe Caftiegrod Stem -

performance welchry for ; Large ciamater, low  CatBiepeod Siam™
Sipes 7" Extra wecks Twar,
Extonmion 130 Boit Clamp for kil

At Syncros we give you 150, 180, 1 70mn fness  campinyg powes
Liow il Hiih i ana viraiion e neduc

the meat not the bone.  wugr o damoeg Narciear tass

Syn C F OS « Advanced Aerospace Materials

s = Innovative Bombproof Designs

recunotosr * Quality Hand-built in Canada

Available at cool bike shops. Send $1. for catalogue

Szardand squipment on Focky Mourain and Kogs Miyala biles

Canada: 154 Wasl 2rd Ave, Vancouver B.C. VEY 181 [604) 5704688 USA: P.D, Box 2036, Belingham WA, BaI9T

Continental divide: Pece outfitted our test
bike with @ Campagnolo gruppo and will
be offering a choice between the [talian
parts and a SunTour group for "81, The
Campy drive train worked much more con-
sistently than the gruppo we fested two
manths ago.

Another neat idea is the rear-mounted
front brakes. The Pace is the first produc-
tion bike we've seen to be fitted with Magura
hydraulic brakes. On the RC-100 they are
mounted behind the single-burted, 1.125-
inch Reynolds chromoly forks to increase
braking power. These Magura brakes did not
have a guick-release {only their retro-fit
models do), so releasing all the tires” air or
quickly dismounting one brake caliper is
necessary. The latter is made exceptionally
easy since it's all one piece and there is no
toe-in adjustment to be made. The crank-
set is a modified Bullseye unit using a car-
tridge bearing instead of the standard ball
bearings in the 95mm-wide bottom bracket.
OUT ON THE MOORS

The RC-100" ride was as good as any
race-bred bike made in the colonies. Owur test
bike was outfitted with a Campagnolo grup-
po which worked significantly better than

As the first professional racer to test and prove titaninm mountain bikes, Joe has o wnigue understanding of the

material, design, prodiction, and performance of titanium, Since 1987

Now, every manufscturer has o titantom mountsin hike. Hut sne stanids sbove the rest. Kona Hei Hel (say Hey Hey
Constructed in the USA by the world's leading fabricator of certified tianiam alloy tubing, Hei Hei weighs in at 23
pounids. (b less, Race proven by one of the most winning moantain bike rucers of all time. Joe Murray, two-time /3

Nutsoaal Champicn. Alse the ereator of aver 3 moontain bike frame and « uimpaten] designs
F-||I||-||-‘|1 with Shimano Deore XT and Jie Murray Mauntain Hike |:-|I||.||-'|I'.rlll-. Kona Hel Hei costs less than voe'd

expeect, performs like s world-class racer, amd might even last ontil the end af the nest millenium
The Bicyde Geoup » 1122 Fir Avenue » Bloine, WA » $8230 « 206-132-5384
I TBG Comada = Jd3 Roilbeay Sivest = Yoncouvesr, BC » VA& 144 » 404-484-4933
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the unit we tested a few months ago (MBA,
Sept. "90), Though we still encountered the
occasional mis-shift with the hand-held Bul-
let shifters, the shifts were consistently made
when desired. While the Magura brakes are
renowned for their ability to stop a moun-
tain bike on a dime, some riders complained
ol their heavy modulation when only try-
ing to slow down the bike. A long, twisty
singletrack produced pumped-up and weary
forearms from riding the brakes and apply-
ing them in a routine on/off manner, Al-
though the bike had a rigid ride to it, it was
not as stiff as a Klein, which also meant that
it gave a bit smoother ride through the rough
stuff. The steep angles made it a quick han-
dler, but the long top tube and short stem

. 'l [ made sure it never got scary up front, For

lEG. e . ! 1 ] a bike that's never visited America, it is a
I firsi-class NORBA-style race bike

ll.lﬂ'lﬂ' “"“‘ ; ! _ L ) : : Due to its foreign manufacture, the RC-

100 might not be the easiest bike to attain,
but Pace is working on finding a domestic
distributor. They told us that the bike will
be available with either the Campy or a Sun- F
Tour gruppo. A complete Japanese setup
A would save a lot of weight over the Europe-
® (real colorfl graphics [ iy an parts, though the bike would certainly
RIDING iuﬂm o I lose its international flavor. The Pace RC-
o ot I 100 proves that Britain, already strong with
rider talent, is now ready to take the lead
in mountain bike technology as well. O

PACE RC-100

EX-2000AST

FRONT FORKS ARE FIRST!

Frant forks are the first component to take the impact of road bumps,
! ruts and shock of collision..the first component fo contribute or delfract
from good bike handling.

Becausa it confributas so much lo your bike's “feel”... Becausa

it contributes so much to your paace of mind (fork failure can

be disastrous). selecting the right front fork source is @ erucial
decision.
You can make that decision with confidence by
choasing Lung | 12 years of speciafization as fork

maker o leading U.5. and Europe brka |
markelers. |
Our 12,000 5q. It. plant, with ils state- .
of-the-arf equipment, has a man-
thiy capacily of 300,000 unils.. :
with Top Ouality, Com- . .

!

pelitive Pricing..Prompt
Delivery.
Guarantead!
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/ No. 3, Kung 10th Rd., Youth Industrial Zone,
Tachia, Taichung Hsien, Taiwan, R.OC
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Fax: BAG-46-B15211
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