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Bike Test

hen Orange riders gel logether they gab

like sisters wha've been separated at birth

and just re-united. They'll 1alk andlessly

about the fatest parormancs updates from

the factory and the changes they'we made
to el up their machings o ther speciic neads.
DIEHEIE design and engngenng people paricipale
in more of ihese fat-chewing sessions than most
riders realise. Cleverly disguised by the factory fo
look, act and speak like regular mouniain bike
typas, they'ré -oul thera among us. Therg's a fair
chance you've falked with an Orange insider and
didn’t aven know it..The goal is ta lind out what
cusiomars want from their machings. And the resull
15 & QLR of uriquely special bikes. | ook a nde on
the Orange Aluminium "0, o find out if these bovs
really listen to us regular guys.

Frameset - Trick Shapes

This is quite possibly the only Aluminium Max
wubed frame around. What is Max? Similar to Tange
Concept lwbing, it is an intelligent use ol Wb
thickmess, ciametar and SNEpING 10 DSt mael 1IN
neads of off-road riding

Off the entire tubesal, only the head tube and
siearer tube mantan a fraditional shape. Baoth the
op ube and down lube are ragically avalized -
vertically al the head wbe and horizontally ai the
seal tube - o resist flex

The rear stays, both seal and chain, share
massgive rectangular box-sections. When you
consider that this frame has been around as &
protolypa since early 1880 (Cannondale, far
axarmgba, have only just mowed 10 box-saction, and
only for the chainstay) you get an idea of how much
R&D goes into an Orange. They could have
released it in 1920, bul chose (o further refine the

-design with feedback from Team Orange

The headiube is a full (1 1/4°) Evolution
diameter, giving mazimum joint area for the
ovalized ubhas, resulling n a wary strong and stable
front end.

Another special feature of this unigue frameseat
is the use of a sealed, cartridge bollom bracket.
High quality sealed roller bearings are pressed inlo
the hl.'.ltlﬂl'l". oracket shall b ﬂrﬂ'nllljﬂ L tE AR L T ]
free use. Less spanner iime E-';[U-EIE. maong rn;:lrng
irries.

Forks are dependable 4130 Crom-Alloy units.
With a congtant curve of the blades they not only
look nice, but performed admirably 1o bool. For the
insane Waynes out there, Orange offer Rock-Shox
as an oplion this yvear, How fast do you wanl o go?
All cable guides are slotted, and there are two sets
of water boltle mounts. Dropouls, of course, are
warinzal,

Geometry-Comfort and Joy

How do you combing shiffness and responsiveness
with comfort? By careful selection of the angles
used in the construction of the frame. With a
successiul racing leam providing the feadback,
Qrange have recognised that comiort is a very
important factor. Stamina can be easily erpded
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through the harsh ride that steep angles can bring
Why waste energy? Cuite

Running a T1 degree head and a T72.5 degree
seal angle halps create a bike that is both fast and
agile, yel amazmgly comiortable. Seatsiays come
inat 16 7/8" and the top tubae on the 175" tes| bike
measured 22°. Long enough for good positioning,
whibe: mod ‘-E:Elll"q b siretched out and distant nom
the bars

How Does An Orange Roll?
After the frame, wheels make lhe greatesl
coniribution 10 how a bike performs. The guys at
Orange obwously undersiand 1his, and. applying
the Crange phadosoohy of ‘only tha bast', 1l some of
tha ¢classiest! wheels available on a production
maching. Lisang hubs from the ralévant groupast, all
whagls are handbuill using double-bulled stainkess
sleel spokes from DT-Swiss - among the best thare
5

Hims are from Mavic, with a chaoice o suit the
and use of the bike: tha almost indesireclible MG
(480g). or M7 (5804) for ganaral riding and touring;
MA40 (400g) or M231 (410g) for racing and
recreaticnal rding. Apart from the M231, Mawc's
other latesl Ceramic rim, the M261, is aiso
available. Both are said to improve Draxing
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Tyres are Specialized Ground Contral 'S, wery
gt &t 5759, thanks o ihe Keviar beading. You
Snoutan [ nesd me 10 &N you Now Qood thasa
rupDers are, Dul gt in case you haven'l
heard....They offer great traction in almost avery

situation. QK. there ane gther tyres around thal do
specific jobs beatter, but none that shing in every
depariment. Great choce

Gruppos - You Choose

Being relatively small gives Orange the fraadom
and flecibility 1o choose from some of the world's
best component manufaciurers, Shimano, Mavic,
SunTour and Campag. are all available on the
Cirangpe.

The test bike came equipped with a Shimano
DX gruppo, ncluding S5T1 undar-bar shiltars, which
I must say performed llawlessly duning the tast
U‘IEI"IQL'.‘. howeser, recogmse thal most racers ana
favouring over-bar shifters, and offer these on all
their top bikes, Shifling, was, as expected,
axcallant acrass the 12-28 cluster, no doubt aided
by the sharl arm rear mech. MNica towch. Geanng
with the 263646 chainnng set-up was adeguate,
bul personally | would have ked o have Sean a
24T granny Gear.

Mice o sae Mawvic componeantry being olferad
loo. Chack out the weights of this quality gear,
feather-light and durable

Braking

It has been shown ime and lime again that the
batter the supporting surface the better the braking
aclion. So when you attach a first rate pair of
canlilewers onbo 1he massive box saclion sealslays
of the Aluminium ‘0" ihe results ane obvious.

Introducing
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Il tracks as if on the proverbial rails, with no twitches or
skittering in mid corner. It does however, reguire commitment from
the rider. choose a ling and stick to it - no prablem for ar
experienced rider

Fireroads are O, but hammenng he singla-track i whara i1's at

Sleap, twisly, a greal loam surtace with gobs ol grg Y
sachons of rock marbdes. Let's Go! Launching the ‘0" inlo the first
turn you're glad Orange specced Ground Conlrois, as the back end
sfans o come round on the shcker than you thought surface. You hil
y barm & 3l straightens out, ready to attack the mocks, With

lnads of room to move argund you can adjust your weighling
choose your ling and commil. This is whare aluminium scoras,
apsorbing the shock and giving a most rasibent fide. IR tha emns,
and although the "0° may ride as smooth as a Cadillac, it definitely
doasn't kandle ke one. The ease with which it flicked from one tumn
to thi s miade it & joy to ride in fast technical sections

With a tog ube length of 22° and a stem reach of 135mm, the 'O
was a perfect compromise of cormfor and livelingss. Go 1o a 1op
tube that is too bong and you can easily wash oul on iha front. Too
shorl and you and up fithng a stem with 100 much each, and e
Iront wheal tucks under, and snakes on slow climbs, weighl
distributicn is o0 far forsard and fast descents become very hainy
Mice 1o see Orange getting it rght

Gripes and Groans
What didn | like about the Aluminium "O°F With the Orange R&D
Dapartrnani WOrkIng conerlinme and the inpuwt from Team nders oul on
the race circul IU's @asy 10 566 Wiy hes Dike s 50 sorted’. Alas even
thi bast have thelr faulis, happily they are only minos

Those grips. the Plastiche Cassano grips would be more at home
on the vicar's lawnmower, Howewver, grips are a personal choice, and
they are easy to change anyway

Alfhough the Rolls Saddie s a qually piete of Kt and supearbly
comioriatile at that, it is the type that acts e a sponge when it aven
snifls water. Rasull - a wil saddie thal lakes lorever to dry. Agamn
very aasy o rectify by using a waterprood saddle cover

Fimalky, wou will probably get a punciure sooner or laler - as you
do - and getiing the wheels oul quickly Is important 1n a race
situation. So you will curse when you undo the QR and the front
wheel refuses 1o drop out without unwinding the skewer. Safety
dropouts are a good idea, but if you race regularhy you may wan 1o
file them off

Conclusion - RED Works
With many S0 called race ready bikas aboul as compalilive as a
supaermarket trollay, if was relréshing o hop on the Crangs and
instantly feel at home, Wiih an excelient frame offering stifiness with
rezibence, a chowce of quality groupsels and an ophon packads on
oD, You really have got, what coukd e your ulinmsate Bk

This ke is ready o race straighl oul of the box, il you can't win
on this machime, try maore training

Although at home hammernng the race circuits, this bike is so
comiortable it makes an ideal performance play bike

If you are looking for @ bike that can take a beating. hammear
down the trail faster than a ¢crazed Banshae, and eat up tha
competition quicker than a starved Sumo, then the Aluminiem 'O
Ras 1o be at the [op of your Shopping st

& senous bike for senious nders
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ORANGE ALUMINIUM "O'

FRAME: Aluminium Max

GROUPSET: Shimano LX DX, XT, Mavic,
suntour, Campagnolo, As
requeasted

STEM: Orange 'Stalk’

SADDLE: San Marco Rolls

COLOURS: Crange & White, Matt Silver

OPTIONS: Rock-Shox, Magura hydraulic

brakes, SFD pedals
Cusiom Orange Sialk

PRICE: LX £749.00 DX £829.00 XT
£939.00. (Mhers on request)

COMMENTS: Orange are about 1o change
the Spec on the grips, the
Plastiche Cassano's are now
history. Production bikes will be
fitted with MTH-2 Grab On's

A} Frame sizes available - 177, 197,217 B) Top lube - 22ins
C) Head angle - 71 D) Seat angle - 72.5 E) Fork rake - nfa
F) Chainstay Length - 16 7/8 ins G) Wheelbase - 41.5°

CONTACT:
Orange Mountain Bikes, PO BOX100, Penrith,
Cumbria, CA10 2DA. Tel: (0768) 890700

MOUNTAIN BIKER MAaY™



