Mi’'s drool tlma again' The
major, bike shows at

Fnedm:hshafen and

... e

Anahelm have been temptmg

everybody w:th aﬂ the new

goodtes soon to be avarlable. '

For those of us who couldn’t
50, JOHN STEVENSON and
BRIAN HEMSWORTH gwe us a
run-down to whet om'

appetltes. \

hile the Friedrichshafen Eurobike show
was predominantly aimed at the German ! | .\ LR LA LR RN
market, its timing as the first in the annual % % 'il L § ! LA LR ALY
round of European and US trade shows | % % & % % % SRR R AR R LR ERL LR ERLRLLLN
=ade it a launching point for a whole stack of new prod- AL R R R R R R R R L R RN AR RRRRARE N
s, some of which were, well, not exactly ready to fly, SERERES LA R R LR LR LAY
“=spite the assurances of optimistic product managers L  E R R RRRALARNY LA RRR VRN & ALk
"=zt production versions were imminent. R L LR L LR VLAY
The main trends are similar on both sides of the SERES ISR R R R R R AR R R RAREERLELLALTRATIN
*_:_’-:;tic_. so I'll leave it to Mr Finger-on-the-pulse ! t % 1 ' PRLR AR LA ALY LAY
msworth to explore them below — here’s MBUK's SRR AL R R R RN R R R AR R AR R AR LR AR LAY
suide to the highlights of the Furobike show. ’
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Kt for bikes for two is rowing
rapidly. MBUK wanis a ticer 5o
we can ide with th Sally Wi
berds of ths world and keep up!
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A Alpinestars’ prototype suspension bike
had a massive 4in of travel front and
rear, which designer Bill Stevenson reck-
ons is essential for the gnarliest down-
hills. We didn’t get to ride it because, like
a lot of Eurobike’s suspension bikes, this
was a development prototype and sensi-
ble product managers keep such things
out of the hands of the MBUK Crew.

A A glimpse of the future. These are scale models
of some of Specialized’s wilder ideas for the next

A Muddy Fox have joined the
growing list of bike makers using
the Browning suspension system,
which hides the suspension com-
ponents inside the steerer. Can-
nondale and Action Tec have
superficially similar systems.

generation of superbikes. Like project cars, they
may never see production, but they're evidence of
some radical free-thinking going on at Specialized

HQ in Morgan Hill, California.

A Mongoose’s German importer
had this half-assembled suspen-
sion bike which uses a spring/oil
rear shock and a Taiwanese copy
of Rock Shox Mk | up front.

A The new improved Mar-
zocchi forks feature more
slider/stanchion overlap,
bigger stanchions, slightly
less travel and improved
bracing across the sliders.
it should add up to a
much better fork. The
company also has a rear
shock that retrofits to last
year's Cannondale EST and
stiffens it laterally.

A Trek's suspension bike uses an elas-
tomer bumper system in the rear and a
gas/oil fork. The fork was developed for
Trek by Japanese suspension giants
Showa, and is comparable to Rock Shox
in weight. The rear unit is all their own
work, and provides three inches of trav-
el for one inch of compression. -
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A Cannondale’s Delta-V is a development of, and
improvement on, last year's promising but flawed EST
bike. An improved, more rigid rear shock should produce
better handling in the back, while the steerer-mounted
front suspension is designed to have no lockout so it
moves with every bump. Designer Mark Farris reckons a
fork should move as much as possible, and after throwing
a Delta-V down some gnarly stuff at the Worlds, we agree.

A Zak Tempest and Graham Hot-Piec were to be found
modelling Been Bag’s Deranged Range of clothing,
zooming about on a borrowed tandem and generally
acting daft. Nothing new there then.

A That Merlin suspension bike in detail. The Proflex-style rear
shock uses clastomer bumpers but ne pivot — the chainstays

just flex. Up front the forks move on pivots that project for-
ward from the head tube and the bumper is hidden inside it.

" .._,_,,,..--""""‘-::":1f

o

b

NOVEMBER 1991 MOUNTAIN BIKING UK @




ct drew ot of aicnion wth i oy Ohars
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Shockblades were a
tota surprise.

For some US manufacturers
Eurobike was just a fraction
t00 early. Brian sussed out the
new stuff at the Anaheim
show a mere two weeks later.

Asing me 0 writ abou Arahen i ke
a

coudin 2 (seocpbtclce et

ENDS
Price ar ging p (o). Compo.
s did tubing and

indicator, s up to nearly U

3) Suspension One
anendment S g
real” suspension is harder to find. |
20 varetes o supenson

only Roc

e e
the way of business.

@) Tne bike ndustry went on a diet, b
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lightwelght_ components, trick f

conventional chiainstays were aH e
at Anahelm. As for bar ends, they're now
standard equipment on hundreds of bikes.

COMPONENT NOTES
SHIMA!

NO

| know there was some press in

month's issue, but XTR deserves auuuwr

mention. This new gruppo of Shimas

poasioy the best e i or mouniain

ik The waght s down gy,

the action is better (thanks

Rapdie s i, and th RO
igh as it ha carly estimtes of

00 el s T s OB
sources now say USS1A001.400 s e
like it The worst news: we hear delivery is
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SUNTOUR
Hicro Drive s introduced before the US
and Buropean shows, 1 te chance o
a producion samplea fw mths g0
iTou

‘mdmuhmvul\) say IU’s SunTour's best to
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CAMPAGNOLO
Yes, another gruppo hits the market. This
one might fly. Reaction to Campag's

Lot fork copes with
Susihwon kers e,

Recond OR was modest, but sincere, While
US manufacturers weren't beating down
thele doors, o umberof gy respected
buld e
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anyting but the st expensive

eah, the new front hub with a 14mm axie
Shoud e a b hit with users o Suspen
sion forks.

GRIPSHIFT
X big surprise t0 a ot of people SRAM has
introduced the Gripshift ST 300. a grip
shifter that really w
doesn't increase the diameter of the grip,
and uses the shortest throw ['v seen on a
wip sml\cr made i on 0 2 mmber of
ountain bikes, but the big suprise was
O T

show up on more
‘mountain come midscason, once
production really gets going.
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& An emerging rend: the ‘super crossbike.ere's Dia. Top:

la rest i super cross' bike: the
e um g True Temper
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topped off with trick T00x15c Smoke tyres!

GARY FISHE]
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SUSPENSION NOTES

ROCK SHOX
Totaly new o
Mag 30 featur

yoar: The g 20 and
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come out of a bra
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TANG!
Tange brough ignews o e show nthe
form of suspension fork. Their
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LEADING LINK
Here's one for you_ For under US$100 you
00 can haye Suspension fosk. Just Tip
your fork around backwards, attach this
neat ltle arip e
wrap some bung s around 1t and
ol The Mgm mes o have rdden
on one. failure

i souta e goo e o Sevem:
Son o fest.

CLARK-KENT
‘uys who helped design the Scott

Unishock comes a new, high-end titanium

fork Reversing the tescopng acion, e

e i
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yet stifest suspension forks we've seet

SORT-OF SHOCKS

Unocturtaly 3 good cunber of ooy
och Shox clones appe

o, bossing “equa peron

things. Lawsuits may be the result of some.
of the less-than-safe units B




