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end of a steel loop that ran from the front wheel axle around the
back of the wheel. Paul Brodie explained that what he was trying
o achieve was a maintenance free, simple design which requires
no lock-out to prevent front wheel dive when braking.

When the front brake is applied it grips the rim of the wheel
and pivots the front mechanism, causing the front end of the bike
to rise. Although heavier and more complicated than a typical
front suspension fork, it shows there are still plenty of open minds
out there trying to tackle the challenge of fitting simple
suspension to a mountain bike.

CANNONDALE

Our September issue covered the Cannondale Delta V full
suspension range in some detail. They use an improved version
of last year's EST with a more rigid shock absorbing unit and
pivot. They also have their own new front suspension fork with the
gubbins, including the use of ingenious needle bearings, hidden
inside the head tube. The slightly odd top tube arrangement
allows plenty of clearance for the rider, whilst accommodating
the front suspension fork. With prices starting at £1099 for a
Deore LX equipped model (front suspension fork only),
Cannondale remain a serious player in the suspension stakes.

Checker Pig, newly imported into Britain by Coloursport UK Ltd,
showed three full suspension mountain bikes with the same
circular carbon fibre rings on the rear as last year's prototype,
but this time in strips, linked to a slider mechanism to provide
rebound within 1/100th of a second. This seems to take no
account of dampening and might act like a pogo-stick. Three
strengths of ring and strips will apparently be available to fine
tune the suspension to individual rider weight. We shall have to
wait for a test ride to see whether you can get away with no
damping on a full suspension bike or if Checker Pig lives up to its

name.

MONGOOSE

A rear suspension
bike was debuted
that featured a
spring unit hung off |
the underside of a |
triangular top tube. It |
locked weird. More |
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Olfroad were ofiering a similar range 1o last year but with Profiex
Generation 3. By adding ra pivot ai the rear dropouts and
adding a new elastomer housing they have increased the amount
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of rear travel slightly while also losing weight. Flexstems as usual
up front, except on their top end model which made use of the
new Rockshox 2 coupled with a titanium Flexstem; the idea here
being that the Rockshox can be dialled in to take out the bigger
lumps, leaving the Flexstem to take out the high vibration chatter.
All this and it still weighed in at under 26 Ibs.

Adrian Carter of Pace Engineering shocked even his US
distributors by arriving in Anaheim with the first prototype of his
fully suspended, externally butted box section tubing frame. In
the sleek tradition of Pace, it is CAD/CAM tested and sweet to
behold. Expect to see it in the shops next year with a lighter
version of his carbon fibre suspension forks. The new and
improved forks borrow from Ferrari the latest in composite
technology: chrome-plated carbon fibre tubing.

The Swiss made, American designed S Bikes have expanded

| their range to a total of seven models, including a rear

. suspension machine that appeared only slightly modified from
their standard rigid bike, but with a pivot installed just in front

- of the seat tube and the shock absorber just behind. This D
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