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when he swept down the Worlds course at
Purgatory at speeds in excess of 45 mph. The

ne other
wion the:

resident has long been

of course, Greg

tigious title of World Downhill Cham
Colorado,
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Roostin' in their mugs: Every time G

Hert to climb the Purgatory hill to
practice the downtillrun, he had (o pedal
his

AT

HERBOLD’S MIYATA

Factory honch: Herbold has been doing re-
search and development for Rock Shox as
el as Shimano. s oris use an oversize

For the grip: Onza develaped specml white
rubber Porcupine tires with a softer rubber
compound that also won the Mammoth

32-1b. Mi For
cross-country Taves Greg figures the bike
could be made inds lighter.

He credits Miyata's exclusive internally
splined frame tubes for increasing the
bike's torsional rigidity.

It paid off: Greg was one of the first riders

to run top-mount shifters under the bars.
The result was Shimano's Rapidire STI
shifters, ¥ for down-
Pl racing sinta they aliow his hands o

stay wrapped around the bars. The Answer
Afac stem is custom-made with 0° rise,
For Durango, Herbold opted to use the
heavier Answer Taperlite handlebars for
less flex.
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damping. The Shimana bakes wers set
perfectly so that they stopped efficiently
with perfect modulation.

and more predictable handling characteris-
ties?” Helping out in the rear suspension de-
partmentis the Tioga Disc Drive rear wheel.
Up front “H-Ball” runs a standard set of
Rock Shox with a personally developed oil
Tevel that changes how the fork reacts when
bottoming out. The brake loop on the forks
has been enlarged from 3/8-inch tubing to
5/8-inch for increased front-end rigidity.
"To handle the rigors of high-speed ham-
mering, Greg uses 36-spoke Araya RM-20
rims mounted with Onza white rubber Por-
cupine tires. *“Even though the heavier wheel
assemblies are harder to accelerate, I prefer
them for their reliability and

y . Greg re-
drilled his rim to locate the tire vaive in a
more sccessiis place than the Tioge lsc

provides. The short-cage rear derailleur
Gecreases chain siap, whioh often feads o
it being thrown off,

AGAINST THE TRENDS

Though most people would gasp at the
thought of pedaling a 32-pound mountain
bike, Greg just shrugs it off: “'m really glad
1o have the weight for downhill stability. Be-
sides, once you get the bike rolling it doesn’t
‘make much difference?” Even when he uses
the bike for a cross-country race, he doesn’t
think the bike gets any lighter than 30
pounds. The components he switches to for
cross-country races are lighter wheel assem-
blies and Answer Hyperlite bars instead of
the Tuperlites he uses or dowhill, Greg's

best tip for imple: *“Pay

they give me. White Porcupines have a
rubber compound which offers the best
overall traction for a variety of terrain. I've
also never flatted with them!”* To achieve
their noted gripping qualities, the white Por-
cupines use a very soft rubber compound
and wear out incredibly quick; Greg’s tires
were missing whole knobs. Other less obvi-
ous touches include the custom-machined
cranks (the left side crank is actually a Dura
Ace road crank arm), custom 90-degree An-
swer ATac stem and an old-style SurlTour
XC front hub that uses a cartridge bearing.
and reinforced axle for increased rigidity.

atiention to the detals—brake setup, ca-
ble routing, headset adjustment and tire
Ppressure.”

As Greg readies himself for a new season
of downhilling and defending his title n Ita-
Iy, he anticipates many changes to his bike,
though rear suspension is not one of them,
““Pm all for rear suspension,” he says, “‘but
T just don’t think that an efficient enough
system will be designed by then.” Greg will
also be promoting the Miyata's limited-pro-
duction Ridge Runner Team Replica Her-
bold signature model. It’s all part of the
job. O




