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Iv. Y Whenit comes to front-end strength and

)ly. YOU | rigidity, Yet orks rarely go by without men-

e at d irt tion. The thin-wall, straight-blade chromoly

forks are renowned for both the durability

(some would say too durable, as in a rough

I NV T | e preciion ieeing they provide But

o drin k| in those categories Yeti stands alone no

. more. In the fall of 88 Gary Fisher shocked

t @gain. | e cycling world with the introduction of

his oversized “Evolution” headset. The 1.25-

inch headset is probably one of the most

{alked-about components this year as man-

er (o run with the traditional one-inch size,
the Evolution or possibly something in be-
tween for 1990.

‘Wait!“There’s more, If the frame has been.
underdesigned to achieve all-out lightness,
the front end of the Yeti has definitely been
overdesigned to achieve all-out ruggedness.
Mounted to the extended steerer tube of the
forks is amassive aluminum FTW stem. No,

W s ot an cronym for some popular.
ized biker slang; it actually stands for Frank
the Welder. Frank Wadelton hand-welds each

stem, so what else do you callit- Don't you
just love the modesty? The C-26 also fea-
tures the newest in handlebar technology
with the Answer aluminum Taperlite han-
dlebars which are also made by Easton and
feature a 6061-E9 construction with tapered
wall cross sections which are thinner at the
ends than at the center. Together these four

‘make, without a doubt, the most hard-
core sicering package known to man.

RE IT LOOKS COOL,

BUT HOW DOES IT RIDE?

Since the C-26 is only a prototype race
bike intended for a single rider, the wrecking,
crew wasn't as concerned with how it would
function as a readily available consumer
item. Prototype means that anything could
change between now and when (if ever) it
becomes available to the public It lso means
that Yeti didn’t over-engineer, in the sense
of too many refinements, the C-26 for fear
of warranty problems. If the frame vias
‘proneto bréaking, we wouldn't care because
that’s part and parcel of developing @ so-
phisticated race bike. So while we weren’t
looking for glitches in its overall form, we
were very curious as 10 how the C-26 per-
formed. After the first ride we rushed to find.
our thesaurus—staggering, unimaginable,
‘phenomenal, outstanding, fantastic, incred-
ible—ineffable!

‘The parallel 71-degree head and seat tube
angles, 24-pound weight and overall con-
struction made for one of the most awe-
inspiring mountain bikes we've ever ridden.

(continued on page 107)

ST S

'OVER




611 .26
(continied from page 89)

nfc,while s s was e of the

ofthe bt whel comination rlbletc-

i e b el comp
Vs irues, o s roved 0 be prob. Tmano b and he freewhecls come in
e As ansivoae b a1 T e sclocion, St Pathrpated
was (especlly on slow-speed jumps), the ~ Shimano 600 EX cogs toa Sante road body
when jumping at b ind attached the unit (o a Bullseye hub.
speeds. Maybe it jus takes a while to get  Shifting st a precise s complete Hyper-
i b the proper
itand e
Yeii
was  veriable ot od: Tis s when the il e mandatry for Srnger o Vesker

featheryeght assembly ealy came into play.
‘The bike iterally flew through the rough,

riders. T gruppo fills
ou the Vm—\\uhns. two-fingered levers
jght 330mm seatpost.

‘upon. The steel rear end definitely
eled give the bike the

NS ARESULT -

for hard hammering out of the saddle.

ship has created the fist trly effcientcar-

i steering with nary a wobble. Just ook-
ing a the huge FTW stem inspires confi-
dence nd o what he wrecking v v

o find and test the limits of weight and
strength factors involved i such construc-
tion. Not worrying about product claims

s aother,
v bops o one id or the ahes on he
ownill, bt kept

the bicycle
s e e

sweet ride overall
'WHAT'S ON THE RACE BIKE
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32 Hole Araya Rims with Tianlum
Alloy heat treated spokes
Titanium Alloy handiobars

Call for a dealer near you

MOUNTAIN BIKES
299 Andorsan Drlve
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Bike Diffusion
WAY - Aspaas Sykler a.5
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