


very mountain biker from the Ur
ed States who has traveled up

them year after year. And since we know
Rocky has been around for some tme. we.

Canada
hing: Thereisaton of Rocky Moun
tain mountain bikes aroun
They re pretty easy to notice. Mostlook
s diflers o e ypce MTBe veso0
here in the US. Ther unique sloping top.
tube and uynzrmc color combinations
make them a breeze 0 spol.

makes
‘em tick.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN STYLE
Rocky Mountain is a Canadian based
company which can be credited with truly
helping the sport of mountain biking grow
intheircountry. They ve designed bikes wih

year justontheir good looks, but you've
e Dt o ermge s o o

Rocky Mountain has mounted Shimana U
ks frontand rar i an sfor o stand
erlzs braking power, e

sales areas in mind
and found consumers from other areas
‘demanding the product aswell. As e bikes

ot out, more and more people sought
them out. They didn't want mountain bkes.
They wanted Rocky Mountain bikes.

Rocky is st concerned with ther mar.
ket. Though they re now beginning to ex
pandinto the States, they re stil concerned
with keeping close contact with their local
markets.

Rocky Mountain has never been
o0 oy 18 Samknd ot s
way they believed. They manufactured the
bikes where and when they so desired. And
they have set up and dstributed bikes o the
bestof their abiltes. With sales bigger and
betterthan ever, they must be doing some:
thing right

Ioac o e aicome U or bt 8
thiow another log on their fire. Everyone
Knows it mouriai tkesare selng vell

Canada’s leading mountain bike
manufacturer shows how it’s done up north
~ with the Rocky Mountain Bl Blizzard!
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BLIZZARD

inthe US.

They're not seling more bikes, mind you,
they're just seling to a higher percentage
of the population

bikes.

adlcwe e
sloping top tube? Rocky fikes
their iance orient

management attude. The guys al Rocky
seemtolook,sten, and hink
fnot

edbikes.
ensthe frame up, on bolh front and rear r-
ingles. Likewise, in the eyes of Rocky

ness.

trum, from afordable Japanese manuac-

tured bikes on up to handbuilt Canadian
es.

own, the seat tube can be shorter (and
stronger), Therefore they recommend that

to o a pretty dam

Thi

good job.
Rocky hasnit dropped down into the
econobike calegory, There are olhers,

effect,
orang member of e fame Istisdop.
ing 10p tube and long extended seat

that gi

‘competiors,

er end price points, and Rocky is content
with their being there. Rocky feels they
make really good mountain bikes for real
mounlan bhersand thtrea mountanbi

Geomety, on the other hand, st o
iferent. The head angleis 70 degrees, and
the offsetis 1.75 inches. The seat angle is
73, wih chainstays of 17 inches and a

“This all equa

) With, g
fie that, s easy o se@ how he qualty cuts
across al levels.

tain bike.
The top tube measures an actual center

inches Wit animag-

cluding the Biizzard.

that make it across the border? Let's find
out

BLIZZARD

We chose 1 test the Biizzard, a bike in
themicktoupperrange of Rocky Mountain's
i

The
seat tube measures a scant 135 inches
and

‘when designed properly in

ifyou were o extend t p o our imaginary
horizontl top tube, you'd get an efectie
5 nch seat tube

‘Canadian (around $1250inthe US). Rocky

ble butted tubes in the main triangle, wih
a

butnot

their more radical top-ofthe-ine Wedgs
“The Biizard was originally designed by
Rocky_Mountain for Eastern Canadian
les. The Eastern provinces were caling
o it st bk i coud e i
don et prdomient o

ing,
nenis makes for a sub-27 o chromo-

1 Thats oty cam gooct
iy v s mantoned,
it ces sl vy Out ol ke ‘89
eset released before the ‘89 compo-
nents were avalable. Shimano Deore XT
inclug:

iory. Afe
foot cross th couniy and 1o Weser
iders soon asked for the same thing. The

but

ing Ubrakes, levers, shifers, deraileurs,
cranks, pedals, and hubs. Later ‘895 wil
XTIl

rather despr
application.
‘As we mentioned in our intro, the slop-

o
U-Brake Rocky Mountain iked the perform-
ance of the U-Brake in the rear, So they

catchi

cantilevers). They believe:

“The sloping top tube
design tightens the
Jframe up, on both fmnt
and rear triangles.”

as Kiens, Cannondales, and Diamond
Backs Rarel, though,

Rocky
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Okay.
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BLIZZARD

feel confident that the Bizzard wil come
ridden, raced.

Upby

the Gontrols, the Bizzard t

through.

e recetma v dcle
fom y Mountain chromoly

and clhcwermy

Dsscenumg was also beter than aver:

stem. e,
Wolbor A720 ms Though they ek | e ek poe ey oo fact
getting into and gaining acceptance nthe  they were a bl

S e Canactans have loved tem for ' The. braes, Usse fron and rea

sometime. They are ight strong, hold their
roundness longer than aimost anything
avaiable

worked fine or allof our rides They did feel
similar and have similar powers, 501t 100ks

The Biizard finishes the wheels off wih
Richey Force 19 Racing res front and reat

The Bizzard is one of the first bikes to
make use of the Tange roler bearing head:

system
The flat bars, long stem, and Ritchey

tube design may not work for specialty
riders, but then, only specially designs
usually do

Alinall we can see how Roc!
fan hes gaied sich a loobold o lhe
Canadian market

Our only concen is that some US.
vtk e ct e e i

Bizzard excelent steering characterisics
m ime.

Aeb B Mosmasin ey goad " s

set.
great success with .

ostof the

unnoticeable during thefirs few rdes, then
seemed 1o tighten up. Tange and Rocky
Mountain recommend tightening it ltie
more than conventional headses, to the
pointol a sigh resistance. This s designed

un

tighten after a while. This was one of only
two functional problems we encountered
‘whie ricing the Bizzard. When adjusted (or
i) popaf; oot the bike
steered like

oy

forawhie and when properly adjusted, but
it sipped out on occasion. Maybe it just
takes il getting used 10, but we've never

h problem with qualty sets with
raditional bearings. s worth looking o

RIDING THE ROCKY

“It’s light, ng/zr and
lots of fun.

ponent problem. The Shimano Deore XT
patelontiblol i mimd s

o be a stif bike for fast and high perform:
ince mountain biking. I our opinion,that's
‘exaclly what they've come up
The bike feels soid and stable under
neath you fom the moment you swing your
leg over it Rider posiioning is very good.
Of our numerous riders, only one felt it
wasn' sized quite right Other riders of the
same and different heighis felt extremely
comlortat

Wead andsippedne it sonly
ond time we've ever experienced
i o i everel yours el hsands o
hours of hard riding, we'd have to consider
ita fluke. Likewise, s a factor o the com:
ponent, not the bike's design. Rocky can't
be faulfed for it in any event

SUMMARY

Vta cheap bike, noris t

tively comfortable trai rding our 18 inch
o

for just anybody. It a performance orent:

m
ger one for really fast rding.

oo, s o, ot an o o un

ber AT 20 rims are ight, strong, and have
an incredible braking surface.

The Rocky Mountain lsn't a cheap bike, but

any one aies saTch sk evybing
average Thisled our varety o iders,
from begener (0 xper 10 horougy en-
joy riding i. Our long and hard rides were
justas fun as short and easy ones.

stllun-
b o Wel bo doing mors

{esing, sinco tstng 5o fa has poven
onclusive. Otherwise, the component
cacion s excalont and shoudn be
touched. There's a ot o nice design -
andlke-

ci
onthe Bizzard. The 17
Richey Force tre gave the ider lots of rac-
tion and power at the rear whel. Seated

o
alon
Who should buy this bike? Quaity mind:

ed riders with
should horoughiy enjoy this bike The rider
who wants a well rounded bike with very

even better
Fast and flt terrain, including ciy ri-
d controlled. Th
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good overall

pay forl




MFG. OR DIST Rocky Mourain Cyclos  COMPONENTS:

#2144.5920, Richmond, BC. Canada V&V 121 Front Brakes Shimano Deore XT U-Brake
(6042702710 Roar Brakes Shimano Deore XT U-Brake
Lovers Shinano Osore X1
Handiooar 0 Pis
APPROXIMATE SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $1575 Canadian, S1260US.  Handlebar St o Moo 5000 o
Grips ‘Gabon
SIZES AVAILABLE 1657 187195 (conter totop)  Saadie Rocky Mountain Turbo leather
Seatpost Surlour XC 300mm
SIZE TESTED: 0
omvermaN
COLORS AVAILABLE: whie and black imana Deore XT
Shimano Deore XT SIS
WeiGHT: 25 s, nimano Deore XT
Deore X1
Shinano Bapacs 504D
70 dogross
73 dogroes 28 sixspoed
175 nches Stimano Deore XT wioe clips
21 inches  Chain Shimano UG
135 inches (center 0 0p)
TTinches  WHEELS:
ISinches  Rims Walber AT-20
Consiruction TIG welding  Hubs Shimano Deoro XT
Spokes. niess
Ties Richey Forca 19 Racing
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