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as | picked this one up
from Bromwich Gycle Works in
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‘The bike in question is a custom-
made_prototype bullt by Jim
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piece stem/bars offer an aggressive,
stretched riding position. The
sloping 20.5 inch top tube is shorter
than that of a conventional frame
consequently is a it bt ighter
and stiffer. This arrangement
permits the seat post Q/R to be
positioned in front of the seatpost

instead of behind. As a design
student, I've always thought this
would be the ideal position, much
easier o operate while riding the
bike, and preventing mud and

ter, thrown up by the back wheel,
from entering the seat tube.

The rear wishbone seatstays,
theoretically, offer greater stiffness
than conventional stays and also
contribute 10 the great look of the
bike.

The Ride

Enough about the technical
aspects of the frame - you want to
know how it rides. The short answer
is the performance is excellent
Despite the short and stif rear end,
the ride is not as hard as expected.
In fact, it is very comfortable and yet
Ingtariy resporalve when pulting

the power. The 725 degree sea
anu\u positions enough weight over
the back wheel to make climbing
easy, while the stretched riding
position prevanis i frant whoel
fising up when using

Stosring Is done via a 70.5
degree head angle and a pair of
Som-traight unirown forks wih a
rake of 1.75 inches. This proved to
be a very effective combination. The
steering provides absolute control at
both ends of the speed range
without a hint of the harshness or
twitchiness sometimes associated
with straight forks and race
geometries.

The bike instils the sort of
confidence that makes you want to
throw this machine into any comer
at any speed knowing that you will
most likely emerge unscathed
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Slow, technical descents were
executed with ease as the saddle
can be dropped right out of the way
feavin
balance and riding line. The positive
steering helps here as the optimum
control needed to get out of trouble
is easily obtained
The componentry on the
prototype is a selection of bits from
major manufacturers. Transmission
and controls are mostly SunTour
XCD 9000 with the exception of the
front mech - @ moified Shimano
600EX braze-on type
changing with the SunTeur Accushit
XC 9010 short cage mech proved
quick and sharp. The Shimano
coped well with the
Stronglight doube chainset.

d 10 be pushed
further than needed in order to
move up one ratchet notch. | prefer
the smooth friction action found in
Shimano gear as | feel it is more
accurate and positive

The XC 9000 brake levers were
a different story - very comfortable
and ergonomic. Similar in shape to
the Shimano Deore XT levers, these
SunTour ones have a rubber sleeve
Which ards grip ard 8 sk, vory

pleasing, cush
Oversie cables add 1o he positve
feel.

The frame uses XCD 6000
cantilevers which worked well
enough but | could not help feeling
that they could have worked better.
Rims are the already established
Specialized X26 buit on to SunTour
XC 9000 Q/R hubs. This
combination showed no faults
throughout the tes.

These views of the componentry
are fairly critical but because the
bikes are built to order, customers
can specify their own choice of
equipment. Otherwise, what
impresses me most about a custom-
buitt bike whenever | ride one is the
attention to detail. This Bromwich
model s no exception. All cable
guides are robust, sensibly placed
and slotted for maintenance. At
each cable stop there is a precision
milled brass barrel which supports
the cable outer and maintains a
smooth run for the cables.

Paintwork, done by the builder, is
flawless and the two colours - black

- work well together.
The frame is cleverly sprayed
Attention is immediately drawn to
the innovative rear triangle by
painting it red in contrast to the
black of the main tubing. This
blackness is broken up by a red
band on the down tube where the
decals are ftted. These are a clever
understatement and their plainness,

to me, simply oozes quality. Of
course, choice of paintwork can also
be specified by the customer.

Needless to say, a high class
bike like this has a matching price:
tag. At over £400 for the frame, a
complete bike with a top quality
specification is likely o be in excess
of £1000. In my opinion, it's worth it
It certainly offers something different
and the ride is excellent

Breaking away from tried and
tested products has always been
difficult. Witness the U-brake, which
was hailed as a braking revolution
18 months ago and is hardly seen
now as many new bikes have
returned to cantilevers. Is this
elevated chainstay design, ‘change
for change's sake' o s it a genuine
progression for MTBs? Only time
willtell,

Frame:
Sizes to order. Reynolds 531 All
Terrain throughout. Wishbone
seatstays, elevated chainstays
sloping top tube, bottle mounts.
Other braze-ons to order.

Forks:
Reynolds 531 Unicrown, semi
straight forks.

Geometry of 19" test bike:
Top tube - 20.5 ins.

Chainstays - 15.5 in

1 Botiom Erackat Reight - 11.75

Ferk Rake - 1.75 ing

Fiead Tube Angle - 705 degrees
Seat Tube Angle - 72.5 degrees
Wheelbase - 42 ins.

Slvungllghl ‘OULX Double 44132
Chainset; Specialized Bottom
Bracket; SunTour XC 9010
Shortcage Rear Mech; Shimano
600EX front mech; MKS Footjaw
pedals; Sedis Mountain Chain;
SunTour 6-speed 13-28 freewheel.

trols:
Steering - Reynolds 531 one
plece flat bars and stem. Sizes
made to order.
Tange Falcon Headset; SunTour
XC9000 brake levers and shifters;
Cassano rubber grips.

Brakes
SunTour XCD 6000 cantilevers
front and rear.

Seating:
Selle Royal Licra saddle; Kalloy
microadjust 300mm seatpost.

romwich Cycles, Unit 3, Eden
Industrial Estate, Eden St, Coventry
CV6 5HE. Tel: 0203 664459,



