jumped into the lap of my t -
when sliding down 1}:':1 uh{nhﬁtle};?tlm‘:;%
gravel-topped hill on the way to g mud
bath. Only then did 1 wish for the wheel-
bnset{andlmmuﬂ of :13 battleship.
OMEITY 15 a modern 70/72d
@md-tub-e.f!aeat-tuhf angle) withﬂgiﬁ%
m-:.hes_ﬂf fork rake, The chainstays give
good tire clearance plus room for the in.
evitable mud and crud that likes to meet

at the U-brake. Bottom bracket height is
a moderate 11.6 inches.

The ge.

Donovan “Struts’

Prototype Mountain Bike

ne of the least known, but most in-

novative, of Colorado’s custom off
road framebuilders is Boulder's Ken
Jonke, whose Donovan Ultraperformance
Bicycles have many unique features.

The Prototype, Jonke's top-of-the-line
Donovan, features an all-Prestige frame in-
cluding the fork. That's not unusual, be-
cause many high-end mountain bikes
boast framesets of Tange's light, high-
strength steel. What is unusual is that in-
stead of Tange's Prestige MTB tube set,
Jonke uses standard road-gauge Prestige,
with thin, 0.7 to O4-mm-wall butted
down and seat tubes, versus Prestige
MTE's heftier 0.9 to 0.6-mm-wall butted
tubes.

Yet the Prototype is anvthing but the
wet noodle you'd from these light
tubes. Jonke's secret is flat, 1fg-inch-thick
"struts,” made from drilled-for-weight
6061-T6 aluminum that he pressdits into
the three main tubes. There, they act as di-
rectional butting to increase joint
strength and rigidity at critical frame
stress areas.

The struts, which extend 4 inches into
each tube, are oriented laterally at the bot-
tom bracket to resist side-to-side flexing,
At the head tube, the top and down-tu

One thing Malinowski learned from
Gary Fisher was the importance of rider
position, His studies vevealed that motor-
cyclists not only like their brakes where
they're supposed to be, but like to sit up
a bit more than thejr nose-to-the-ground
mountain biking relations, Consequently,
the Pro Comp's top tube is 221/ inches,
which may be a bit short if you're used to
stretching out over the bay,

Sold alongside motorcycles, this bike
should fly off the sales foor, But how

Its Stuff

The Ultraperformance

—
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reinforcements are inserted vertically to re-
sist the forces of the constantly vibrating
forks.

Use of the reinforced, lightweight tube
set results in a light, 26-pound bike. The
road-standard tubing also allows Jonke to
use a Cinelli investment cast bottom
bracket shell and short point lugs—tradi-
tional touches of strength that should ap-
peal to off roaders who cut their teeth on
skinny-tire road bikes, Jonke uses clean fil-
let brazing for the unicrown fork and fast-
back-style seatstays, He also uses silver sol-
der throughout, including for the fillets,
which allows a lower brazing lempera-
ture than brass, It also ensures the integ-
rity of the frame because the thin steel js
particularly susceptible to weakening
% heat. 3

top tube slopes upward 3
from the seat tube to the head tube, This
provides more stand-over clearance and
puts the cyelist’s upper body in a comfort-
able, slightly more upright position. The
frame and dimensions also add to
this rt, but still make the bike quick
and agile. The ﬂﬁﬂfm’ head tube, 72.

degree seat 17-inch chai
poit O e s b e

The Donovan feels just right jamming
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would it stack up against other moyps.
bikes at bike shops? We think that for ,
new entry at this price point, it mighy

lost in the crowd—we've seen Araya Ry
s on $500-5600 bikes, for insta
That's a reflection not of the Pro Coq
XT's quality, but of how competitive ¢
industry has become in a few short yesre
Still, the MS Pro Comp XT will put gooes
bumps on your tattoos, and you dog;
need a license or leather toride it @

up steep singletrack or flying down fast |
jeep roads. Upper body weight is well-bal-
anced by the 22V-inch top tube and cus
L::-m one-piece baristem combination. The
ar portion is completely straight—ne
rise or back sweep. This felt strange a
first, but it soon became evident why cy
clists are moving to a flatter bar—i
places the hands lower and slightly mon
forward for a powerful cli Lio
It almost feels like clutching DIt
hoods of a road bike while climbing,
The baristem clamps to a sleeve tt
silver-soldered into the steerer tube. Th
dﬂﬁigﬂ Bdves 'W'Ei_ght h}l‘ .&]‘ i :|1'|.:."_ ]
long bolt and found in maost stem
Fillet bl"ﬂ.!i['l.g an internally ro
front brake cable add to the com 20’5 §
look. The bar/stem can be purchased sep
rately, for approximately $120.
All ans are equif -
Shimano Degre XT compone |
out, Inﬂl'l.l.diﬂi owertul
front and rear. Jonke is a
caliper brake that he feel
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CHLON Fredlly ennances the powes ::!_.-_-.:,-

g pedal stroks le climbing, and

zels less “Hoppy” than normal. Try it and
Wk L) . It

WL | GO ace :.I'".:i. Cal i"l R

rrestige tubing, and aluminum struls, the
bike seemed to shoot looward with the

sliphiest PrESSUFE QN g |'J-..I'Ji.1. ;. Al pas to
1 1o e belleved. The Price of he
1950 Lo

the XT-equipped

L convinced 1 Lhe Priotory [IE
lrameset, or 31,800 for
|.l!I'.'_'

We had only one
abhout 1 he Pr OV e
problem in the rear with any tire more

minor complalni

clearance can be a
than 2.0-inches wide, because ol the
round chainstays. This could be remedied
by ovaling the tubes in the tire area. Dono-
van also offers two lower-priced bikes

the Qutback II at &1 400 and a TIG
welded model called the Outback I at

81,200. If this still seems expensive, con-

sider thar all three models come complete
with Deore XT components, Prestige tub-
ing, and the custom Donovan bar/stem
setup. For those seeking the “perfect” ride,
the Donovan should not be overlooked. B

1z

MOUNTAIN BIKE

(7]

The Donovan Prolotype uses road-gawge Tange
Prestige tubing throughout, yet the bike isn't '
whippy. The secrel is drilled '/«-inch-lhick struls
(left) that are press filed into the rame's three |
main tubes to enhance sirength and rigidity. I

HANK HA
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