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MICROLTE Power Thumb Shifter

“Upright” handlebars are back in style
for all kinds of riding; and with their
resurgence has come increased de-
mand for SunTours power ratchetad
Mighty Shifter.

But the Mighty Shifter |1 while un-
guestionably the best thumb shifter an
the market, has some drawbacks when
used on mountain bikes. For one, It's
hard to mount it close to motorcycle
brake levers and grips, because the lever
eits a bit taa close to the handiebar. Far
another, it could use just a tad more
leverage when making & fast shift an a
supar-wice cog spread,

S, after some close consuitationwith
makers of off-road bikes, SunTour has
designed an upscale thumb shiftar
whizhiovercomes these Inconveniences
and adds a few additional features,

Called the Microlite Power Thumb
Shifter, the new madel Uges SuRTaurs
Endless Band clamping system; a rug-
ged, longer lever design; and a guick-
adjust friction screw similar to that of the
SunTour Superbe lavers. The unigue
power ratchat intarnals, which drama-
tically reduce shifting effort and im-
proves decaillaur positioning, is part of
the new lever shape. A right and a left
thumb lever are provided, with both
working against the derailleur spring
when you push with the thumb, and with
the spring when you pull with the index
fimger. Lever shape is designed 1o keep
the thumb fram slipping on raugh ter-
rain.

Phaolo 1

Spacifications
Modal No.
Matarial

Features

Clamp Dlamater
Mounting Posiflon
Walight

LO-2800

{L5-3700: Right Hand Unit)
FLE-3800: Left Hand Linil)
Lever — Light Altay Clamp
Band — Stainless Steel
Pawer Hatcfel Mechanism
Ergonamic Lever Deglgn
Endlass Band Mounting
Adiustabie-Maounting Angle
Right ar Left-Hand Unite
Avaliahle

22.2mm [ 7/8")

Handiebar

155g. 8 pair, without cables
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Special Features

T Power Raichef Mechan=
". fem: Developed & numbear

of years ago by Maeda In-
et dustries, Ltd., makers of
SunTour brand products, and protected
by warld-wide patents, this unigue
enginesring design eliminates the lever
resistance folnd In crdinary shill levers.
Levars withaut this feature require
positive friction to stay in the selecled
gear positicn, but the Power Shifter has
no frictional resistance {Chard 1). In-
stead, & finely calibrated ralchet built
Into the lever mechanism (Phota 2)
resists the pull of fhe derailleur spring
and helps to position the lever mora

o

rection

Char 1

Ergonomic Lever Design:
Erganamics means Human
Engineering applied to ob-
jgcts in & wey which im-
proves human efficiency. Applied fo the
MicroLite Power Thumb Shifter, it works
like this:

When you have to shift gears while
riding on a8 rough surface, in heavy
tratlic or with & heavily loaded hike, it is
bast Lo b able bo keep both hands on tha
handiebar. The ergonomic design of the
MicroLite Power Shifter permifs youe 10
shift through the entire renge of the
darailleur uging only your thumb to push
the lever, ar your index finger to pull it In
this way, you can maintain & firm gripan
the bar with both hands (Flg. 1)
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Photo 2

While others have tried fo imitate the
saund and feel of the Power Shifter, anly
SunTour's patented design aciually
eliminates friction. The Power Shifter
mechanizm is glsa avallable on the
SunTour PLB-5 and PLUB-10 stem ahift-
erg; the PSL-M and the PDL-M downtube
shifters; the Mighty Shifter Il handiehar
shifter, &nd the popular Bar-Con han-
dlebar end shifters.

a. When the fever iz on the rider's side
of the handiebar, the ridged surface of
the lever and provides good grip for the
thumb.

b. Whan the lever s parallel 1o the han-
diebar grip, the thumb pressure is ap-
plied directly to the ridged Bnd surface
in-a natural streight movement.

c. When the lever is on the far side of
the handlebar grip, concentrated thumb
pressure is transmitied, always at the
maost efficient angle, to the carefully ra-
divsed inside curve of the lever, guiding
the thumb and keeping it from slipping
off the lever,

d.. The lever shape and the ridgad gur-
face along the cuter curve end asaure §
good grip o the index finger when
shifting in the cpposite direction.

The ergonomic design of the levers

rasults in a shape that not only assures
maximum elliciency and compatibilly
wilth the human hand, but also permits
the rider to shitt gears under any condi-
tians, without the slightest |loss af
control of the handiebar.
Endless Band Clamp:
Thosa who have akinned
their knees on & conven-
: tional shift lever clamp
while hurthing over rough terrain will
appraciate this clever adaptation of
SunTour's mounting method for Super-
be Pra and Cyclone MII MicroLite frant
derailleurs. Grebbing the handlebar
with firm, even pressure around its
enlire diametéer, the Endless: Band is
stronger, lighter, moare compact and
more atiraclive than standard clamping
methods) and there are no protrusions
fo snag clothing or rider.

Adjustable Mounting Angle: The lever
body offers great flexibility in how the
lewar is positionsd on the handlebars.
This featura, explained in Step 3 of the
Installation Instructions, assures oor-
rect positioning regardiess of handle-
bar ghape or style.

Other Features; 13.6mm of clearance
betwean the lever and the handiehar
allows any type of off-road brake lpver
installation. without risk of operational
inconvenience (Flg, 2). The ringed
tenzian adjusting balt allows the rder to
balance the lever tension againat the
deraifteur apring even while riding

Elg. 2.




Installation Instructions for SunTour MicroLite Power Thumb Shiffer

1. (Flg. 31 Putthe clamip on the handic-
har approximately where you want to
pasition the fever, and’ fit_the clamp
anchor nut inta the clamp slots -Then
mount the lever body onto the anchar
nut with thie 8mm clamp anchor bolt, and
tightan in place.

Fig. 5.
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2. [Fig. 4] Choose a auitable angle for
the lever by matching the two pins an the
batiom of the lever with a palrof holes In
the lever-bady, and -attach the lever e
the lever body with the ringed tenslon
edjusting bolt. Tighten sufficiently to
give you smooth downshifiing. The
power raichat mechanizm will hold
=sgainst the deraillaur apring.,

Fig. 4.
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3 The lever's position on the handis-
bar can be adjusted to fit the ehape of the
bar ar the position of the grip, by
matehing e pins on-the bottom-of the
lever to the appropriate pair of holesin
the lever body [Fig. 5)

[Flg. 8)]: Position & gives a 45 degrae
angle betwaen lever and bar, Position b
gives a 15 degree angle between |lever
and; bar; Pogition ¢ glves a 75 dograe
angle batween lever and bar,

Fig. 5.
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